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Girl Scouts Recognized by Ohio Department of Education as 'Preferred Provider' of Financial Literacy
Financial Literacy Required to Graduate High School
Macedonia – As your teenager returns to school this year, more than reading, writing and arithmetic awaits her.  The Ohio Department of Education is requiring schools to better prepare students for their financial future by making financial literacy a requirement for high school graduation.  Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) has a Teen CEO curriculum that meets all of the benchmarks set forth in Ohio Senate Bill 311.  This means that any girl who completes this entrepreneurship and personal financial management program will have fulfilled the new financial literacy requirement for graduation. GSNEO is one of only two preferred providers in Northeast Ohio.  
"The need for financial education in our schools is so great, and we are prepared to partner with schools throughout the 18 counties we serve, giving them access to an affordable, established and proven curriculum," said Daisy Alford-Smith, GSNEO Chief Executive Officer.  "Our financial literacy program uses an interactive educational approach to help girls grow into women who are comfortable in the business world and who have a healthy relationship with money." 
With 13 Certified Entrepreneurship Teachers on staff, GSNEO is prepared to partner with all Northeast Ohio schools, helping each fulfill the unfunded state financial literacy mandate.  Teen CEO was designed to develop entrepreneurship skills in girls attending grades 6-12.  Girls learn how to create a business plan, develop a marketing strategy, and network throughout their community.  Girls also transform business success to personal wealth as they budget their income, make wise spending and credit decisions, and realize the relationship between lifestyle choices and long-term success.  Teen CEO is a 40-hour curriculum and typically a year-long program, or a two-week day camp program.

Teaching financial literacy to girls is the first step to ensuring their financial independence. GSNEO has received major funding and support for its financial literacy initiatives from funders such as GAR Foundation, The Burton D. Morgan, and Key Foundations as well as political support from U.S. Representatives Betty Sutton (OH-13) and Tim Ryan (OH-17). 
Financial literacy is just one of the many educational and life skills programs GSNEO offers to inspire Ohio girls who become successful adults and change the world.  For more information, or to schedule an interview with a Girl Scouts of North East Ohio spokesperson, please contact Kim Graves, Communications Coordinator, kgraves@gsneo.org or 330-983-0376.

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                        


Research shows the average student who graduates from high school lacks basic skills in money management.  





The Junior Achievement/Allstate Foundation’s “2010 Teens and Personal Finance” Survey, a snapshot of teen attitudes and behaviors around financial literacy, reports that 42 percent of teens who do not manage their money are not interested in money management.  Despite this, 86 percent still think they will be as financially well-off or better off than their parents.  





Financial literacy may not be exciting to a teenager, but money certainly is.  GSNEO delivers programs that are fun, relevant, and interesting. 





It is crucial that women understand money management and long-term financial planning early on, so that they can make the right financial decisions at different stages in life.





Research shows women account for 80 percent of all spending by U.S. households, and at some point in a woman’s life, she will be responsible for her own finances.  Furthermore, the Institute for Women's Policy Research (2010) found that the ratio of women's and men's median annual earnings for full-time year-round workers was 77.1 in 2008.  This is a slight drop from 77.8 in 2007, resulting in an annual gender wage gap for full-time year-round workers of 22.9%.  





Understanding the statistics, GSNEO strives to help local girls to become high-earners, as well as responsible fiscal stewards by offering them Teen CEO.  
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