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Ten Girl Scouts Awarded College Scholarships

Macedonia – The organization that gives girls access to life-changing experiences that inspire her to do something big has awarded 10 Girl Scouts the Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) Scholarship.  These young women received $500 awards to assist in continuing their educations at institutions of higher learning.  The scholarship recipients include graduating high school seniors who earned the Gold Award, the highest honor in Girl Scouting.
The GSNEO Scholarship recognizes Girl Scouts who have been members for at least three years, including their junior and senior year of high school, and submitted two letters of recommendation, a transcript, and a 500-word essay describing where they see themselves in 10 years.  The essay gives the girls the opportunity to reflect on the skills and values they developed through Girl Scouting, and then decide what positive contribution they will make in society.

"I am extremely proud of these young ladies and commend them on their leadership, academics, and involvement in Girl Scouts," said Daisy Alford-Smith, Chief Executive Officer of Girl Scouts of North East Ohio.  "These scholarships are a wonderful testimony to the hard work of these girls and a great tribute to the volunteers, mentors and family members who guided them on their journey to becoming women of courage, confidence and character, who make the world a better place."
Of the 10 scholarship recipients, seven either earned the Girl Scout Gold Award, or are close to completing the Gold Award requirements.  The Gold Award is the highest award that a Girl Scout may earn.  Someone once described the Girl Scout Gold Award as being "what you really want to be remembered for" in Girl Scouting.  For many, the leadership skills, organizational skills, and sense of community and commitment that come from "going for the Gold" set the foundation for a lifetime of active citizenship.
*Cassandra Nix, a graduate of Midview High School in Grafton, will attend Ashland University this fall to study Environmental Science and Toxicology.  Cassandra is a Girl Scout Silver Award and Gold Award recipient.  For her Gold Award, she researched and built a wetland habitat for amphibians and reptiles at the Columbia Metroparks, part of the Lorain County Metroparks.  Cassandra volunteers with many Girl Scout programs and has a special interest in environmental programs at Camps Timberlane and Ledgewood.  Cassandra also volunteers with the Lorain County Metroparks and is very involved with music, including Tri-C Jazz Band and Baldwin-Wallace College Concert Wind Ensemble.
Stacy McClelland, a graduate of Southview High School in Lorain, attended the Post-Secondary Enrollment Options program (PSEO) at Lorain County Community College throughout high school, earning an Associates of Arts degree in May 2010.  She will be attending Ohio Northern University this fall with a double major in Civil Engineering and International Relations.  Stacy has been a Girl Scout Program Aide, volunteering with Girl Scout Day Camp, the Colors of Green program, and has been instrumental in developing the astronomy program as well as the launch of the Astronomy Club and Astronomy Club website.  Stacy was one of two Girl Scouts selected from nearly 40,000 Girl Scouts in Northeast Ohio to participate in an exclusive opportunity at NASA because of her involvement in Girl Scout STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) programs.     

*Cassandra Pyles, a Girl Scout for 13 years,  graduated with honors from Louisville High School.  She will attend Mt. Union College, where she was awarded a full scholarship. For her Gold Award, Pyles developed a Health and Disability Awareness badge program, which was presented to a group of Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts and then to children at the Louisville Daycare Center. Her project resulted in 15 girls registering to become Girl Scouts.  Pyles also created "Badge in a Box," which provides new troop leaders with the supplies and instructions needed to complete the program.

 In addition to Girl Scouting, She was in the marching band color guard, choir, Louisville Varsity Singers Show Choir, and the Friendship Connection German Exchange program. Pyles has just been accepted into the Honors program at the University of Mt. Union, one of Ohio's top private, liberal arts colleges.  She plans to major in Pre-medicine with a double minor in German and Music. 

*Julie Benedetto, a graduate of  Hoover High School in North Canton High School  was involved in many activities including band, and helping with the local Breast Cancer walk.  Julie will attend college and plans to be a youth minister.  Julie completed her Gold Award project this past  summer and is expected to be awarded at the 2011 Gold Award Celebration. For her project, Julie developed and led a "Youth Lead" religious program at her church, a supplement to the current youth group activities. As part of this project the group also helped renovate and clean the basement of St. Paul's Catholic Church in North Canton. 

*Anna Bumgardner, a Bronze, Silver and Gold Award recipient, Anna is a graduate of LaBrae High School in Leavittsburg. She has been a Girl Scout for 10 years. Her Gold Award project was the building of a community pavilion. Her more than 1,000 hours of community service included frequent visits nursing homes to assist and entertain the residents. Her travels have taken her to New York City and Savannah, GA, to visit Juliet Gordon Lowe's house. This fall she is attending Slippery Rock University and will major in Exercise Science. Anna's high school accomplishments include four varsity letters in volleyball, vice-president of the National Honor Society, two varsity letters in basketball, yearbook staff and letterman's club.
*Brittany Haynes, a native of North Lima and graduate of South Range High School, Brittany has received the Bronze and Silver Awards and is working on her Gold Award. As she prepares to attend Point Park College in Pittsburgh, majoring in Broadcast Journalism, she brings with her radio experience at a number of Youngstown and Pittsburgh stations. 
Brittany's community involvement includes volunteering at The Way Station in Columbiana, organizing a Christmas card campaign for soldiers overseas, a backpack and supplies mission to benefit the children affected by hurricane Katrina, and a four-year participation in the Pink Ribbon Cheer Classic.

*Rachel Stone, an honors graduate of Bay High School, has been a Girl Scout for 13 years and recently became a Lifetime Member of Girl Scouts of North East Ohio.  Rachel will be a freshman at Ashland University this fall, majoring in Middle Childhood Education with a minor in French.  Rachel has earned the Marian Religious Medal as well as the Girl Scout Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards.  For her Gold Award, Rachel completed a landscaping project for the Bay Youth Center.  The youth center provides a safe place for students to go after school.  She also started a Garden Club, which will help maintain the gardens for years to come.  

In addition to Girl Scouts, Rachel has received the Kiwanis Academic Achievement Award.  She belonged to many organizations, including National Honor Society, Thespian Society, SADD, swim team and dance team.  While in high school, she held the secretary, president and lieutenant governor position for Key Club.  She was also the Vice President and President of Student Council.  She has been active at her church, St. Raphael's through their youth ministry and Confirmation team.

Brittany Rattiliff, an honors graduate of Euclid High School, has been a Girl Scout for 13 years.  She will major in Bio-medical Engineering at Case Western Reserve University and then pursue her master's degree in Tissue Engineering.  Her career goal is to specialize in animal testing alternatives.  As a Girl Scout, she has held many positions within her troop, including patrol leader and Program Aide.  Volunteering has always been part of her life.  She has initiated and led many projects ranging from very young children to senior citizens.  In high school, Brittany was the creator and president of the Euclid Youth Association and was a member of the varsity tennis team, rising to the ranks of team captain her senior year.  She was also a member of the drama club, National Honor Society and Key Club.  Brittany was instrumental in increasing membership three-fold and was the President of Key Club her senior year.  
"Girl Scouts allowed me to break out of my shell and become an outgoing person," said Brittany.  "As I grow older, I see the benefits of each activity in everything I do.  Whether it is homework, volunteering, or simply dealing with friends, the leadership skills that I have gained as a Girl Scout have aided me in every aspect of my life."
*Abigail Tanner, a graduate of St. Vincent-St. Mary High School, has been in Girl Scouting for 13 years.  She earned the Girl Scout Silver and Gold Award.  Teen mothers and their children benefited from Abigail's Gold Award project.  She made 40 gift bags, which included handmade blankets, books and an interactive toy to help develop mother-child bonding.  Abigail also provided them with informational pamphlets on parenting and child safety.  In addition to being elected as a National Delegate representing Girl Scouts of North East Ohio, in 2009 at the GSUSA National Convention, Abigail has received numerous academic awards in science and engineering, music, Russian and religion.  Abigail received a STEM scholarship, The University of Akron Presidential Scholarship, and the Best Buy@15 Scholarship.  She will major in Chemical Engineering at the University of Akron this fall and pursue a career in Polymer Engineering.
Danielle Hale, a graduate of Archbishop Hoban High School, will be attending Ohio University where she will major in Journalism.  Danielle has been a Girl Scout for 12 years.  During that time, she served as a regional and national delegate.  In high school, Danielle convinced the school newspaper advisor to start a new online newspaper.  With her help, Hoban has become one of the first schools in the area to launch its own school newspaper website.  She helped manage and facilitate the site as the Editor.  Danielle's community involvement includes CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) disabilities camp advisor, Access Inc., and Salvation Army.  She also served as a Vacation Bible School advisor and was involved in S.A.D.D. (Students Against Destructive Decisions), French Club and a sports medicine trainer.

* Indicates Gold Award Recipients.

For more information, or to schedule an interview with a Girl Scouts of North East Ohio spokesperson, please contact Kim Graves, Communications Coordinator, kgraves@gsneo.org or 330-983-0376.

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                        
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