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Girl Scout Award Makes Difference in Scholarship Competition
Macedonia – In today’s economy, attending college for free is like a dream come true.  For Cassandra Pyles, of Louisville, Ohio, this dream is her reality, as she has been awarded a full scholarship to the University of Mt. Union.  The Presidential Scholarship, a four-year award, covers up to $25,000 in tuition and fees each year.  All incoming freshmen are eligible to apply, and out of 750 applicants, 270 finalists were selected based on their academic progress, an ACT score of at least 27, and community service.  
Pyles attributes earning the Girl Scout Gold Award, its highest honor, to giving her an edge over the competition. "I feel very blessed that I have received this award," said Pyles.  "It is a great honor, and I know God was a huge help in my success as well as my Gold Award project."

The competition included a 20-minute interview with a panel of judges and an onsite essay contest.  One of the judges, a medical student and current scholarship holder, asked Pyles what she has done to prepare for a career as a doctor.  She replied, "I completed 40 hours of career exploration, shadowing several doctors, while working toward my Girl Scout Gold Award."  A faculty member serving as a judge congratulated Pyles on being the only applicant to earn the prestigious Girl Scout award, giving prominence to the hard work, commitment and leadership she exhibits.  
For her Gold Award, Pyles developed a Health and Disability Awareness badge program, which was presented to a group of Daisy, Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts and then to children at the Louisville Daycare Center. Her project resulted in 15 girls registering to become Girl Scouts.  Pyles also created "Badge in a Box," which provides new troop leaders with the supplies and instructions needed to complete the program.
A Girl Scout for 13 years, Pyles is a Louisville High School graduate.  In addition to Girl Scouting, she was in the marching band colorguard, choir, Louisville Varsity Singers Show Choir, and the Friendship Connection German Exchange program. Pyles has just been accepted into the Honors program at the University of Mt. Union, one of Ohio's top private, liberal arts colleges.  She plans to major in pre-medicine with a double minor in German and Music. 
The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                          ###
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