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News Release

Governor Strickland appoints Girl Scouts CEO to NEOUCOM Board
Macedonia, OH – Governor Ted Strickland has named Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) Chief Executive Officer, Daisy L. Alford-Smith, Ph.D., to the Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of Medicine and Pharmacy (NEOUCOM) Board of Trustees.  

Prior to serving as CEO of the Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO), Dr. Alford-Smith served as the chief operating officer with the Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools and the International Commission on Health Care Professions in Philadelphia, Pa.  Throughout her leadership experience, Dr. Alford-Smith has been very involved with issues surrounding minority health care, social reform and community education and empowerment.
“I am honored to have been selected as part of the board,” Daisy Alford-Smith, Ph.D. said.  “As a member of this group of professionals with diverse backgrounds, knowledge and opinions, I believe we have an opportunity to build on the colleges’ strong foundation while shaping and positioning NEOUCOM for continued success and growth in the rapidly changing healthcare industry.”  
Dr. Alford-Smith’s appointment is immediate.  Her ties to NEOUCOM as well as her affiliations which include: Fellow in the American Academy of Nursing; the Cleveland Council of Black Nurses; the Akron Black Nurses Association; LINKS Incorporated; and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, serve to increase collaboration with executive leaders from a variety of successful businesses and organizations, giving Girl Scouts access to academic enrichment opportunities and career exploration in the medical field.

The percentage of girls that say they like science from 4th, to 8th, to 12th grade, goes from 66% to 47% to 48%, respectively. Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is committed to engaging girls in activities that make Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) approachable and fun.  GSNEO provides a safe and supportive learning environment that emphasizes collaboration, social and real-world relevance, and hands-on discovery.  Cultivating partnerships with the highest caliber educational and industry partners is one way in which girls are gaining a broader leadership development experience.
Additional biographical information and photograph of Dr. Alford-Smith is available by request.  Please email marketing@gsneo.org
The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           
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