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Girl Scouts.
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NEWS RELEASE

CONTACT: 
Kimberley Graves, Communications Coordinator – Corporate 330.983.0376
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Real Girls Achieve Real Results

Macedonia, OH – Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) will be presenting the Girl Scout Gold Award to 77 outstanding young women at an achievement celebration to be held at the Hilton Garden Inn Twinsburg at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 13, 2009.  The ceremony marks the most number of Girl Scouts who have earned the Gold Award in a single year in GSNEO history.  Tari S. Rivera, President of Regency Construction of Lakewood, will serve as the keynote speaker.  

The Gold Award is the highest honor a Girl Scout can earn.  It recognizes that girls, 14 to 18 years old, with real leadership skills can have a significant impact on their communities.  Only about six percent of eligible girls take the rigorous path toward earning this prestigious award, but those who complete the journey change the lives of others – and their own in amazing ways.
“These girls are the finest example of what the Girl Scout mission is all about,” said GSNEO Chief Executive Officer Daisy L. Alford-Smith Ph.D.  “Achieving the Gold Award sets the foundation for a productive lifetime of giving back to the community because of the strong leadership and organizational skills that have been gained through their experience.” 

A Girl Scout who has earned the Gold Award is a proven community leader.  Through real leadership and really hard work, she has built life skills, explored career options and discovered that one individual can make a profound difference in the quality of life in her community.

“Setting out to earn a Gold Award is no light undertaking, especially for a high school senior,” said Joy York, Director of Fund Development.  “Through Girl Scouting, girls develop the core values that will be beneficial to them as they grow up and discover who they are and what they want to do with their lives.”

A growing number of colleges and universities are recognizing the achievements and leadership abilities of Girl Scout Gold Award recipients by establishing scholarship programs for them.
Girl Scout Gold Award Honorees:
NORTH 
SERVICE AREA
	Ann
	Elaine
	Parkin
	 Chesterland

	Melissa
	
	Hanigosky
	 Seven Hills

	Nicole
	Marie
	Gardner
	 Chesterland

	Pamela
	 
	Rerko
	 Lakewood

	Jennifer
	Marie
	Conn
	 Strongsville

	Michelle
	 
	Rydzinski
	 Eastlake

	Linda
	 
	Miller
	 Garfield Heights

	Anne
	 
	Mailey
	 Chesterland

	Kayla
	 
	McDonald
	 Bay Village

	Heather
	 
	Helsel
	 Concord

	Ashley
	 
	Hinkle
	 Parma

	Grace
	 
	Giberson
	 Lakewood

	Kaitlyn
	Michelle
	Kachmarik
	 Strongsville

	Carolyn
	 
	Emmer
	 Bay Village

	Katherine
	E 
	Fedak
	 Brecksville

	Rachael
	 
	Dmytriw
	 Strongsville

	Laura
	C
	Gliebe
	 Mentor

	Danielle
	 
	D'Amico
	 Brecksville

	Rachel
	 
	Hicar
	 Strongsville

	Nicole
	 
	Lipovits
	 Strongsville

	Sarah
	 
	Brunner
	Novelty

	Sloan
	M
	Zimmerman
	Solon

	Molly
	 
	Gardner
	Chesterland

	Joy
	 
	DeMarco
	North Olmsted

	Allison
	 
	Struck
	North Olmsted

	Caroline
	 
	Alley
	Novelty

	Annamarie
	 
	Marino
	Strongsville

	Colleen
	 
	Coyne
	Strongsville

	Stephanie
	 
	Linden
	North Olmsted

	Diana
	C.
	Merriam
	Shaker Heights

	Elizabeth
	Carlisle
	Greco
	Westlake

	Alisa
	 
	Blumenthaler
	Brecksville

	CENTRAL SERVICE AREA

	
	
	

	Teresa
	 
	Casteel 
	Akron

	Rachel
	 
	Charlton
	Doylestown

	Hannah
	 
	Eichhorn
	Hinckley

	Annie
	 
	Giancola
	Kent

	Chelsea
	 
	Langois
	Medina

	Katelyn
	 
	Merkle
	Medina

	Amy
	 
	Robertson
	Doylestown

	Erica
	 
	Schott
	Medina

	Jen
	 
	Tabor
	Hinckley

	Anna
	 
	Vogelgesang
	Medina

	Lindsey
	 
	Zura

	Medina

	EAST

SERVICE AREA

	 
	 
	

	Victoria
	Christine
	Acierno
	Thompson

	Ashley
	 
	Balsbaugh
	E. Liverpool

	Amanda
	 
	Brockway
	Southington

	Megan
	Marie
	Day
	Berlin Center

	Tina
	 
	Decker
	Southington

	Elizabeth
	 
	Elston
	Warren

	Catherine
	 
	Latell
	Warren

	Courtney
	 
	Leeworthy
	Warren

	Ashley
	 
	Mathews
	Southington

	Kristina
	 
	Moff
	Berlin Center

	Sarah
	 
	Motz
	W. Farmington

	Andrea
	 
	Reihard
	Leavittsburg

	Ellie
	 
	Sanders
	North Jackson

	Leannon
	 
	Struchen
	Conneaut

	Angela
	 
	Thomas
	Canfield

	Megan
	 
	Todd
	Conneaut

	Alexis
	 
	Williams
	Warren

	Alysia
	 
	Witherow
	Leavittsburg

	Kory
	 
	Brady
	Cortland

	Amy
	 
	Yeater
	Niles

	Sarah
	 
	Young

	Canfield

	WEST 

SERVICE AREA

	 
	
	

	Sarah
	
	Johnson
	Avon Lake

	Angelique
	 
	Messer
	Lorain

	Anna
	 
	Payne
	Avon

	Katarzyna
	 
	Kuczynski
	North Ridgeville

	Jessica
	 
	Alflen
	Avon Lake

	Rachel
	 
	Luczkowski
	Oberlin



	SOUTH 

SERVICE AREA
	
	
	

	Catherine
	 
	Hewitt
	Louisville

	Rachel
	 
	Jervis
	Louisville

	Karen
	 
	Raber
	Louisville

	Nicole
	 
	Sheckler
	Malvern

	Alicia
	 
	Vasto
	Massillon

	Megan
	 
	Fusco
	Uniontown

	Erin
	 
	McCue
	Louisville


Girl Scout biographies and project descriptions or photos, please contact Kimberley Graves at (330) 983-0376, or by email at kgraves@gsneo.org.

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas. 
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