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Girl Scouts help Habitat for Humanity build a Brighter Future
Akron, Ohio – Warren Meredith and his family arrived at their new home, 396 Noble Avenue, cheered on by more than a dozen of the people who helped build it.  “Tears are okay,” said Rochelle Fisher, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity of Summit County as Warren, his wife Kim, and their two sons Caleb (16) and Daniel (13) took their first look around.
The Meredith’s new home was built by Habitat for Humanity in collaboration with the Women Build program.  Women from all around Akron participated in the construction of 396 Noble Ave., including a number of employees from Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) corporate office.  “Somewhere between 80 and 90 percent participation has been by women,” said Fisher.  

At the Home Dedication, which took place on December 7, Meredith welcomed the people who helped him build his new home by saying “This is a wonderful thing today.”  For Meredith and his family, it was the end of a two year journey since Meredith lost his job at Bank One.  The Meredith family applied for a new home through Habitat for Humanity and was accepted.
“The big misconception of [Habitat for Humanity] is that we build a house and we give it to the family,” said Fisher.  “We don’t.  The family buys it from us.”  Warren and Kim Meredith will be signing a zero-interest 20 to 25 year mortgage.
“Each family has to do a total of 500 ‘sweat equity’ hours,” Meredith explained to us, 250 hours per adult in the household.  These hours include time spent working on the construction of Habitat for Humanity homes, other community service, classroom hours, and it can even be earned by the children earning good grades.
“I worked on the house for two days,” said Eileen Matias of the Siera Club, Portage Trail Group, “I got to help build a home, so a family can live in a nice home.  Cause as we all know that is the American dream.”  Matias presented the Meredith family with a gift of energy efficient light bulbs on behalf of the Siera Club.
 “It is wonderful,” Meredith said about his new home, “It’s beautiful.”  
The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18 county-wide region in the state of Ohio.  

Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.
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