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Girl Scouts.



Girl Scouts of North East Ohio

Corporate Office
345 White Pond Drive

Akron, Ohio  44320
NEWS RELEASE

CONTACT: 
Kimberley Graves, Communications Coordinator – Corporate 330.864.9933 or 800.852.4474, Ext. 158

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Girl Scout Gold Award Achievement Celebration

Akron – Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) will be presenting the Girl Scout Gold Award to 62 outstanding young women at an achievement celebration to be held at Quaker Station in Akron at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 14, 2008.  The ceremony marks the first combined Girl Scout Gold Award celebration with five legacy councils coming together as one – GSNEO.  Nancy Ellis McClenaghan, President and CEO of The Goodwill Industries of Akron, will serve as the keynote speaker.  The mistress of ceremonies is NewsChannel 5 reporter Alicia Scicolone.
The Gold Award is the highest honor a Girl Scout can earn.  It recognizes the leadership and impact girls 14 to 18 years old have had on their communities.  Only about five percent of eligible girls take the rigorous path toward earning this prestigious award, but those who complete the journey change the lives of others and their own in amazing and significant ways.
“The take action attitude, organizational skills and sense of community and commitment that come from earning the Girl Scout Gold Award set the foundation for a lifetime of active citizenship and leadership.  I am so proud of these young ladies for their hard work and dedication,” said GSNEO’s Chief Executive Officer Daisy L. Alford-Smith PhD.  “It takes a truly passionate person to give of herself time and energy to an unselfish pursuit.” 
A Girl Scout who has earned the Gold Award is a proven community leader.  Through her experience she has built life skills, explored career options and discovered that one individual can make a profound difference in the quality of life in her community.
Girl Scout Gold Award Honorees:
	Rubina Ratnaparkhi
	Amherst
	Lindsay Dunkel
	Mentor

	Lacey Cunningham
	Ashtabula 
	Kristen Maurer
	Mentor

	Kimberly Olson
	Ashtabula
	Catherine Knapp
	 
	Mentor

	Cassie Seaman
	Ashtabula
	Jennifer Knapp
	Mentor

	Deanna Wolford
	Aurora
	Amanda Majikas
	Mentor

	Elizabeth Meyer
	 
	Bay Village
	Alexandra Walker
	Mentor
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GIRL SCOUTS HONORED WITH GOLD AWARD:


	
	
	

	Danielle Sheppa
	Bay Village
	Trillion McCarty
	Newton Falls

	Katy Porter
	Canton
	Christine Angyal
	Parma

	Caroline Tabler
	Canton
	Katelyn Lloyd
	Roaming Shores

	Arielle Ambrosy
	Cortland
	Alexandra Emrich
	Shaker Hts.

	Nicole Bevilacqua
	Cortland 
	Kirsten Gassman
	 
	Shaker Hts.

	Hannah Croft
	Cortland
	Susanna Pretzer
	Shaker Hts.

	Megan Anderson
	Elyria
	Chelsey Allen
	Solon

	Nicole Pupino
	Fairlawn
	Melissa Folan
	Streetsboro

	Kylie Sramek
	Fairview Park
	Jessica Gunnoe
	 
	Streetsboro

	Madeleine Coffman
	Hudson 
	Sophia Zaman
	Strongsville

	Christine Mascali
	Hudson
	Katie Basmagy
	Twinsburg

	Sarah Feldman
	Hudson
	Amber Ackerman
	Warren

	Alison Palmeri
	Hudson
	Carolyn Averback
	Warren 

	Victoria Popovich
	Hudson
	Monica Neuman
	Warren

	Catherine Wagner
	Hudson
	Sarah Lightbody
	 
	Warren

	Megan O'Connor
	Jefferson
	Tiffany Lucik
	Warren

	Carissa O'Connor
	Jefferson
	Emily Morrison
	Warren

	Katie O'Connor
	Jefferson
	Charleigh Paukovich
	Warren

	Larissa Parson
	Lake Twp.
	Elena Pipino
	Warren

	Erika Strole
	
	Lake Twp.
	Hannah Prokop
	Warren

	Shannon Carr
	Magnolia
	Gabrielle Sebben
	Warren

	Heather Willmer
	Mantua
	Meredith Eyre
	Westlake

	Amanda Chema
	Medina
	Margaret Greco
	Westlake

	Elizabeth Rapalee
	Medina
	Megan Fraley
	Willoughby

	Katherine Schuerger
	Medina
	Elaine Miller
	Youngstown


For more information about the Girl Scout Gold Award, Girl Scout biographies and project descriptions or photos, please contact Kimberley Graves at (330) 864-9933 ext. 158, or by email at kgraves@gsneo.org.

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio was officially formed on October 1, 2007 after a two-year realignment process between five councils.  The five councils that merged to form GSNEO are: Girl Scouts of Lake Erie Council (Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties); Girl Scouts of Erie Shores (Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties); Girl Scouts of Lake to River (Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties); Girl Scouts – Great Trail Council (Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties) and Girl Scouts of the Western Reserve (Medina, Portage and Summit counties.) Today, GSNEO serves 45,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18 county-wide region in the state of Ohio.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas. 
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