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Girl Scouts Receive Financial Support for Financial Literacy
Macedonia, OH, June 19, 2009 – Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) has received grants from the GAR Foundation ($150,000), The Burton D. Morgan Foundation ($50,000) and Key Bank Foundation ($40,000) to help prepare tomorrow’s women leaders by empowering girls with financial literacy.  GSNEO plans to provide this program to 15,000 girls ages 6-17 across an 18-county area.
Financial Literacy is not new to Girl Scouting. The Girl Scout Cookie Program is a strong example of our long standing commitment to helping girls gain skills in money management.  Now, we are strengthening this commitment by making financial literacy a top programming priority for our council.  

“This is a major initiative for GSNEO,” said Daisy L. Alford-Smith, Ph.D., CEO of the Girl Scouts of North East Ohio.  “Our programs will allow girls to learn key concepts and gain valuable skills to help them become strong, independent women who can become leaders in our community and who will support the economic growth and development of Northeast Ohio.”  

By developing money management skills early in life, girls learn how to increase their income, become responsible consumers, create a budget, build and manage credit, and save and invest for whatever's next.

According to the 2005 Census Bureau, full time working women earned only 77 cents to every dollar earned by men.  African-American women earned 66 cents, while Hispanic women earned 54 cents for every dollar earned by men.  In addition to earning less, women throughout the United States are less likely to own a business and more likely to live in poverty than men.  Especially in Ohio, women are struggling financially. Another alarming trend in Ohio is the soaring foreclosure rate.  

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
