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Girl Scouts of North East Ohio Executive Joins New Class of Leadership Akron
Macedonia, OH, -- Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) Chief Operating Officer Brittany Zaehringer has been selected as one of 34 class members for Leadership Akron’s 2009-2010 program.  The class includes participants from local businesses, government agencies and nonprofit organizations.  The program is in its 26th year.
“I look forward to working with my classmates at Leadership Akron, building upon my experience, and then sharing that knowledge with my colleagues at GSNEO,” said GSNEO Chief Operating Officer Brittany Zaehringer.  
For one day a month, class members convene to learn in-depth and hands-on about the greater Akron community.  The program analyzes major areas of concern, provides opportunities for open dialogue between leaders with diverse perspectives, examines leadership styles, and promotes a network of community trustees committed to the greater good.   
A class of 34 participants is selected annually.  Throughout the year, the participants are teamed with fellow members in small “study” groups to gain practical experience in working together.  In addition, the class works on a Philanthropy Project.  Through the generosity of the Burton D. Morgan and GAR Foundations, each class receives grant money to study and practice philanthropy.  The participants work together to research the needs in the community.  The responsibility of each class is to determine how the grant money will be distributed to meet the needs they have identified.  This provides practical experience in teamwork, consensus building, research and the hard work of distributing funds wisely while respecting the ideas and wishes of other class members. 

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
