Scholarship winner splits prize with fellow Girl Scout

by Kim Graves

It doesn’t take great physical strength to win a marble competition, but it does take courage, confidence and character to be a good sport.

“Marbles is fast-paced and competitive, said Michael Cohill, director of The Akron District Marble Tournament.  “It’s all about winning that marble.”

Michael Cohill, founder of The American Toy Marble Museum in Akron has organized the Akron District Marble Tournament for two decades.  For the first time in 20 years, he said he has witnessed a truly honorable act by one competitor – a Girl Scout.
The tournament, held in June, awards one boy and one girl a $1,000 scholarship.  This year, the Michael and Sara Cohill Trust was awarded to Monica Tannhof, 13, a Girl Scout Cadette with troop #90174 in Manchester.  She asked to split her scholarship with her friend, and sister Girl Scout, Amy Fox.

“It’s so unusual, but it doesn’t surprise me.  That’s what Girl Scouts do,” said Cohill.  “It talks to heart of what Girl Scouts is all about – selflessness and comradery.”[image: image1.jpg]



“I thought it would be a good idea to split the money,” said Monica Tannhof.  “We’ve been friends since 5th grade.  Amy is a fun person and she makes me laugh.  She’s my best friend!”

Monica and Amy, scholarship winners

Amy tagged along with her younger sister’s Girl Scout troop on trip to the Marble Museum.  She seemed to have a knack for marbles so Michael Cohill encouraged her to 
compete in the Akron District Tournament.  She practiced for weeks, playing with her best friend, Monica.  Both girls entered the competition, playing for keeps.
“My daughter was just happy to win the marbles,” said Kay Tannhof.  “It was difficult because the girls were competing against each other, and when it was over, they decided to share the scholarship.  I’m very proud … they’re both really good girls.”[image: image2.jpg]



Social interaction is something girls and boys need, especially with the increased use of computers and other electronic devices.  With marbles, kids get face-to-face playtime with their peers.  Mibsters (one who is skilled in playing with marbles) need to know the rules and they need to support each other.  It’s a self-regulating game.
Over the past several years, Cohill has personally instructed thousands of children in the game of marbles as part of the City of Akron’s after-school programs.  He has also shown the game to thousands of Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts.  Each child is provided with a bag of marbles to get started, and then they receive a lesson in how to play the game.

“If they win a marble, they’re going to hold onto it.  It becomes a treasure,” said Cohill.  “It’s something they will keep until they’re 80 years old.  It’s part of the fascination of marbles.”

Marbles is the most popular toy in the world and the oldest children’s sporting even in U.S. history.
