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Girl Scouts honor Dr. Jerrilin Nielsen Fitzgerald

Macedonia, OH – The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) pays tribute to Dr. Jerrilin Nielsen Fitzgerald (Cahill), a Girl Scout of the former Lake to River Council.  Dr. Nielsen, who captured the world’s attention in 1999 while in Antarctica, has died.  She remained dedicated to her duty as the sole doctor for the 41-person research group at the Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station when she discovered she had breast cancer, performed her own biopsy and administered her own chemotherapy until she was evacuated six months later.  

Dr. Nielsen was a Girl Scout in Columbiana County where she learned leadership skills as well as outdoor survival skills while camping with her troop.  The Girl Scout mission is to build girls of courage, confidence and character, who make the world a better place.  Dr. Nielsen exemplified the qualities of a Girl Scout throughout her life and throughout her battle with cancer.

She fought bravely and continued to travel the world to give speeches even when her cancer returned in 2005 and spread to her liver and bones and later to her brain.  She once said, “The things that make you strong and make you feel as though you’ve accomplished something are the easy ones; it’s the things you have to work and struggle through.  Those are what give us their depth – that make us not gray and plain and nothing but give us depth and texture and longing.”

Dr. Jerrilin Nielsen Fitzgerald passed away June 23, 2009, at the age of 53, after inspiring people around the world, being a leader throughout her life, and showing by example how important it is to not only be strong but to learn to live and enjoy life. She was a loving wife to Tom Fitzgerald and a mother of three.  
The GSNEO Board of Directors, Girl Scout members and staff offer our condolences and compassion in memory of such an inspirational leader and good friend to her community and all who knew her.
The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
