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Girl Scouts of North East Ohio receives grant for “uniquely ME!” 
Macedonia, OH, -- She thinks her feet are too big, her nose is too small and her eyes are too close together.  Maybe you’ve met a girl like this who thinks she doesn’t measure up to someone else’s definition of beauty.  She has yet to realize all the unique qualities she has to offer the world.
Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) is helping girls redefine beauty through the uniquely ME! Girl Scout/Dove Self-Esteem program developed for girls 8 to 17.  GSNEO is the recipient of a Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) Program grant in the amount of $11,250, which will serve 2,250 girls throughout our 18-county council.  
The program covers a variety of topics relevant to today’s girls, ranging from relationships, self-esteem, body image, violence prevention and leadership development to practical life skills, such as car care, going to college and job skills training.

“Low self-esteem not only contributes to negative behavior, but it creates a reluctance to participate in positive behaviors,” said GSNEO Chief Executive Officer Daisy L. Alford-Smith, Ph.D.  “Through this program, we are able to address the challenges girls face in their daily lives.  Girls learn teamwork, to respect themselves and others, and discover healthy ways to deal with their feelings.”

The uniquely ME! Program was created by GSUSA and Unilever to address the critical nationwide problem of low self-esteem among adolescent and pre-adolescent girls.  With this funding, GSNEO will be able to continue offering this successful program over the next membership year.  
Girl Scouts of North East Ohio will provide the uniquely Me! program through three pathways: special interest groups, troops and events.  We have a partnership with approximately 30 school districts and community centers and we work with agencies such as Boys and Girls Clubs and the YMCA to deliver the program.
Coming this fall, GSNEO is also introducing a Speaker Series. The Speaker Series, which is for adults, and the uniquely Me! program for girls will be offered simultaneously.  The Speaker Series is partially covered by an adult development grant from First Energy.  This collaborative program and training will begin in October.

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
