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Calling all teen girls with a “Voice!”
Girl Scouts hosting 3-day advocacy conference 

at Hiram College
Macedonia, OH, June 24, 2009 – Teen girls who are passionate about a social cause and want to learn how to make a difference in the world now have an opportunity to "live" on a college campus for three days when they join Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) in a forum to help them find their voice.

GSNEO is holding "Voice Lessons - Advocacy Conference 2009,” a three-day conference on advocacy on the campus of Hiram College, July 21-23 (Tues., Wed., Thurs.). Girls entering grades 9 through 12 and recently graduated high school seniors will discuss various thought-provoking topics with experts on the issues.

5 Issue Topics:

· Domestic Violence – Dana Zedak (Battered Women’s Shelter & Rape Crisis Center), Deb Lamire (Queen B Productions, V-Day)
· Pay Equity – Diane Dodge (Ohio Now)

· Going Green – Jane Helbedel (Sierra Club)

· World Refugees – Dylanna Jackson/Natalya Mytareva (International Institute of Akron)
· Women’s Health – Sarah Yuronka, MA, MHP (The University of Akron)
Keynote Addresses

· A Voice for the Voiceless-Why is it important to be an advocate. – Lost Boys of Sudan
· Voice Lessons – How to become an advocate.  Martha Harris (Ohio State Board of Education)
These individuals are among community leaders and advocates who have held prestigious positions and they've been on the forefront of change in their perspective careers and causes.
"This conference will exemplify the Girl Scouts' mission statement," said CEO Daisy L. Alford Smith, Ph.D. "When girls find their voice they become advocates and leaders, which is Girl Scouting in its truest form."
Cost $50 for Girl Scouts ($60 for non-Girl Scouts) includes:
· 3 days of fun programs and educational sessions

· 2 nights accommodations in the dorms at Hiram College

· All meals and snacks included

· Gift Bags with goodies

· Campus scavenger hunt, bonfire, and one evening of activities at campus recreation center/pool

Girls will first listen to the speakers covering each important social issue and ask questions. Next, they will each select one topic that they are passionate about and team up with other girls who share their passion to conduct research and expand their knowledge. Finally, the teams will work directly with the expert in their field (one of the six speakers) to develop a plan to advocate for positive social change.
Financial assistance is available.  The advocacy conference is open to all teen girls.  The deadline to register is July 14, 2009.  For more information on the speakers and conference details, call 1.800.852.4474 or email programs@gsneo.org.
The Mission Statement of Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) is Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place. GSNEO is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 14,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18 county-wide region in the state of Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas. 

For more information about Girl Scouts of North East Ohio, to register to join Girl Scouts and/or volunteer, call 1-800-852-4474 or visit www.gsneo.org.
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