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Girl Scouts Welcome Home Veterans of War
Macedonia, OH, -- Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) is planning a special welcome home for veterans returning from the war memorials in Washington DC.

One Wednesday every month, Southwest Airlines donates a dedicated flight for Veterans to fly from Cleveland International Airport to Washington DC and back.  There are very few people waiting to assist them when they arrive.  Last month, there were 52 men in wheelchairs and only ten volunteers to help them get to their rides.  

“My dad is one of those ten volunteers,” said Amy Brunty, Girl Scout Troop Leader.  “He said it would really mean a lot if the girls from our troop could welcome the Veterans home.  Some of these veterans did not receive such a welcome when returning home from Vietnam.”

On August 19th, Troop #143 will be waiting for the Veterans to arrive at the gate inside the Cleveland Airport at 7:45 p.m.  Brunty said the six-year-old Girl Scouts in her troop are excited to hold signs and cheer, but they aren’t strong enough to push wheelchairs.  She is hoping to get the word out to Girl Scout troops with older girls who want to help.  
Brunty said her goal is to recruit 50 girls.  She must have their names and birthdates no later than August 17th so she can get boarding passes for them.  Each volunteer must also go through the security checkpoint where they will be required to remove their shoes and pass through metal detectors.
For more information, please contact marketing@gsneo.org.

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
