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NEWS RELEASE

CONTACT:
Kimberley Graves, Communications Coordinator – Corporate 330.864.9933 or 800.852.4474, Ext. 158

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Akron, Ohio – Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) announces its Chief Executive Officer, Daisy L. Alford-Smith Ph.D., will receive a prestigious award from the Office of Multicultural Development at the University of Akron at its sixth annual Scholarship Dinner on Saturday, September 27, 2008.
Daisy L. Alford-Smith Ph.D., a University of Akron Alum, will receive the Legacy, Leadership and Excellence Award for playing a key role in the establishment and continued existence of diversity and multicultural initiatives throughout northeast Ohio.   
“We strongly believe that her advocacy, volunteerism and commitment to excellence have been demonstrated through her many contributions to our community,” said Fedearia Nicholson, Director of Multicultural Development.  “Her contributions will forever be apart of this community and will continue to set a standard of excellence for others to follow.”

Throughout her leadership experience, Dr. Alford-Smith has been recognized for her outstanding accomplishments in the health and human services arena locally, nationally and internationally.  She continues to be recognized for her outstanding contributions by numerous organizations, including Civic Accomplishment Awards from both the Ohio Senate and the Ohio House of Representatives; Professional Woman of the Year, Summit County, and Distinguished Achievement, Cuyahoga County Commissioners.  She was named one of Cleveland’s Women of Influence and Business Leaders of Today by Crain’s Business Magazine, and has been recognized as one of Cleveland’s Most Influential Women.
The Office of Multicultural Development will present its first endowed scholarship to a student of color who has dreams of receiving a degree from the University of Akron.  In addition, the University will recognize the contributions of outstanding student leaders, distinguished alumni and community leaders.
Malcom Costa and Dr.Willis Lonzer III are also among the honorees at the UA Multicultural Development Scholarship Dinner.  A reception and silent auction will begin at 5:30 p.m., with dinner following at 6:30 p.m.
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