Girl Scout Daisy Donates Hair for Worthy Cause

Children undergoing chemotherapy, suffering from medical conditions, or recuperating from scalp burns face multiple hurdles.  In addition to the physical challenges of medical treatment, children must also combat low self-esteem.
A television program on PBS was so touching that it inspired 7-year old Kellie Kirsh to give away something very personal, to help children in need – her hair.

“They are sad and I want to make them happy,” said Kellie.

Kellie, a Girl Scout Daisy, was determined to help other children feel better.  Aside from regular trims, she had never really had a hair cut.  Her hair had pretty much been with her all of her life.

Her gift clearly embodies the Girl Scout promise, “to help people at all times.”  The selfless act amazes her family and friends.

“I kept asking her if she was sure,” said Kellie’s mom, Jennifer.  “I let her know that if she made this decision and then changed her mind, that she couldn’t get her hair back instantly.”

The first grader assured her mom that she wanted to go through with it.  In fact, months after seeing the program, her position was the same.  She was determined to donate her hair.

“I was hesitant,” said Jennifer.  “I was afraid after the fact, she would be upset.  So, again, I made sure she understood that once it was off – it was off.”

In March, Kellie’s school held a fundraiser for Locks of Love, an organization that provides hair pieces for children suffering from hair loss due to illness.  Kellie and her mom were also at the school selling Girl Scout Cookies.

“She was just watching other girls get their hair cut,” said Jennifer.  “That’s when she said, mom, I want to donate my hair tonight.”
Kellie took the seat with grace and confidence.  And, within seconds, her hair was donated.

“It will make the sick kids feel normal and contradent [confident],” said Kellie.

According to Locks of Love, it takes six to 10 ponytails to create one hair piece that will help change a child’s life.

For more information about Locks of Love and how you can donate, visit http://www.locksoflove.org/donate.html.
