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NASA Experts to View ‘Moon Ice’ at Girl Scout Camp Observatory
Alongside GSNEO Astronomy Club Members
Macedonia, OH – NASA experts, Nancy Rabel Hall and Dawn Jenkins, from the Glenn Research Center will be joining the Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) Astronomy Club for a special viewing of the Moon’s surface at Camp Timberlane on Friday, October 9, 2009 at 7 a.m.  

The moon isn’t the dry desert that it seems.  Reports show clear evidence of water, likely frozen, on the surface of both the moon and Mars.  Scientists say it’s not enough moisture to foster homegrown life on the moon, but if processed in mass quantities, it might provide resources – drinking water and rocket fuel – for future moon-dwellers.

The discovery comes just weeks before the NASA moon probe, Lunar Crater Observation and Sensory Satellite (LCOSS), purposely smashes near the Moon’s South Pole to see if it can pick up the buried ice.  When that happens, Girl Scout Astronomers on Earth will be watching from high-powered telescopes.
Two Girl Scouts from Lorain are especially excited about this new discovery.  Stacy McClelland, 17, and her sister Tiffany, 15, recently participated in an exclusive program at the Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland. GSNEO Program Specialist Suzie Dills and Girl Scout volunteer Mike Williams, an amateur astronomer, were also selected to participate in the program.  Together they toured the facility, learning what scientists do at the Space Flight Center and how they use resources to unravel questions about the universe.  They also participated in hands-on activities and learned how to use robotic telescopes.

Suzie Dills is a program specialist for GSNEO.  With help from NASA, she created a Girl Scouts of North East Ohio Astronomy Club, organized and trained five teams of Girl Scouts to participate in the FIRST LEGO League (FLL) robotic competition, and she leads our Girl Scout STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) programs.

Stacy and Tiffany McClelland were selected from nearly 40,000 Girl Scouts to participate in the exclusive NASA opportunity because of their involvement in Girl Scout’s STEM programs.  Both Stacy and Tiffany have been Girl Scout program aides, they’ve participated in summer opportunities at NASA, and they completed an engineering workshop at The Ohio State University.  

Mike Williams is retired from his position as director of the planetarium and observatory at Oberlin College.  As a Girl Scout volunteer, he helped set up the observatory at Camp Timberlane.  

GSNEO is one of the only Girl Scout councils in the United States that owns and operates computerized high-powered telescopes at campsite observatories.  We have observatories at Camp Timberlane in Wakeman and Camp Sugarbush in Kinsman.   Camp Ledgewood in Penninsula has a solar telescope for daytime viewing and three portable telescopes so that we can offer astronomy programs, such as the “Star Party,” to our members throughout our 18-county council.  

Nancy Rabel Hall, a NASA Research Scientist and Aerospace Engineer works at Lewis Field in Cleveland in the Fluid Physics Branch in the Microgravity Science Division.  Dawn Jenkins is a NASA Exploration Systems Mission Directorate Outreach Specialist. 

For more information about the Moon viewing event at Camp Timberland, please contact sdills@gsneo.org.  For more information about our STEM programs, please contact programs@gsneo.org.

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
