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Girl Scouts of North East Ohio Celebrates Two Year Anniversary

Macedonia, OH – Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) is celebrating its two year anniversary.  In October 2007, an historic transformation took place: five Girl Scout councils in Northeast Ohio joined forces to better serve the girls of our communities.  The uniting of Girl Scouts of Western Reserve, Erie Shores, Great Trail, Lake Erie, and Lake to River councils united Girl Scouts from 18 counties in Northeast Ohio.
The goal of the realignment has been to build a high capacity council that can better deliver on the promise of our mission:  Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence and character, who make the world a better place.
“As of our two year anniversary, I am happy to report that our council is stronger than ever and growing at a steady pace,” said Chief Executive Officer Daisy L. Alford Smith, Ph.D.  “Our success can be traced directly to retention and increasing membership, fund development and our ability to reach girls from a wider range of backgrounds and communities.  We’ve been successful in maintaining the mission and values of Girl Scouting while becoming more relevant and more efficient.”

GSNEO is increasingly being recognized as the premier leadership development organization that meets the needs and interests of all girls, while helping them make a difference in their communities.  The rewards in Girl Scouting aren’t just for girls, volunteers certainly reap the benefits.  Making a positive difference in a girl’s life is the most important reason to get involved.  As a Girl Scout Volunteer, you’ll receive training and support, meet new friends and make valuable connections in the community, polish your current skills and develop new ones, and receive recognition from your peers.      
Girl Scouts has launched successful women in every walk of life.  We are continuing that tradition through new program initiatives and partnerships.  GSNEO has received grants from several foundations to fund our Financial Literacy programs that are taught at every age level, beginning with Penny Project and leading up to our Teen CEOs.  These programs, and others, are offered in non-traditional settings, in addition to our troops, at community centers, schools, churches and libraries.
Partnering with organizations gives us the ability to deliver Girl Scouting to girls who may not otherwise participate.  PlayhouseSquare gives girls a behind the scenes look at the theatre, NASA is helping us launch an Astronomy Club, and new this fall, we are partnering with the Cuyahoga County Library to offer Celebrity Readings.   
It’s an excellent time to be involved in Girl Scouting.  To learn more about becoming a girl or adult member, or to support the Girl Scout mission, please call (800) 362-0215.

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
