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Present Girl Scout Zink Day!

Macedonia, OH – Most kids today worry about fitting in, making friends, what others think of them, being teased, and feeling left out.  They wish they could hide their differences due to peer pressure or fear of being bullied.  They don't realize that it's those very differences that make them special.  
Speaking of being different, have you ever seen a special kind of zebra--one  with "spots" instead of "stripes?" As part of the Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) leadership experience and healthy living program, girls are learning about Zink the Zebra, a short story written by a 12- year-old  girl, Kelly Weil,  who had cancer.  She decided to write a story about Zink who is treated differently because she was born with spots instead of stripes. 

GSNEO and the Cleveland Public Library present a free Girl Scout ZINK Day!  By attending this GSNEO event, girls learn respect, understanding, self-confidence and acceptance of themselves and others.  Along with hearing the story, they will also enjoy fun Zink activities such as--making puppets, writing a story about their very own zebra, and learning how a zebra's stripes are like human fingerprints.

Girls Scouts Zink Day is being held at three Cleveland Public Library locations on Saturday, October 17, 2009, 2 - 5 p.m.  They are: 

Addison Branch

6901 Superior Avenue

Cleveland OH

Memorial-Nottingham

17109 Lake Shore Blvd.

Cleveland, OH

Carnegie West Branch

1900 Fulton Road

Cleveland, OH

The Zink Program is free to the public, so everyone, whether you are a Girl Scout or not, is welcome to attend.  Zink activities will start every 30 minutes, and  while attending the event, any girl who registers to become a Girl Scout through November 30, 2009 will receive a free sash.  The $12 registration fee covers membership through September 31, 2010, and goes directly to GSUSA to provide activity insurance, support services and program materials.  A parent or guardian must be present to register a girl for Girl Scouts, and financial assistance is available.  GSNEO wants everyone to join the fun and become a Girl Scout member.

For more details about Girl Scout Zink Day at the Library or additional information about the Girl Scout healthy living program and leadership experience, please contact programs@gsneo.org or call 1-800-852-4474.
The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
