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UAW Local 1050 & Alcoa Foundation Help 
Girl Scouts Send more than 1,000 Boxes of Cookies to US Troops
Cleveland, Oh (March 17, 2010) - At a ceremony Friday, March 19, Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) will be presented with a check for $3,830 in support of Operation: Sweet Appreciation, a Girl Scouts Gift of Caring service project which sends Girl Scout Cookies to U.S. troops overseas.  Representatives from the United Auto Workers Local 1050 and Alcoa Foundation will present the check to GSNEO Chief Executive Officer, Daisy L. Alford Smith, Ph. D., at Alcoa Cleveland Works at 11 a.m.
This is the second consecutive year the UAW Local 1050 has collected money for Operation: Sweet Appreciation.  UAW Local 1050 represents more than 800 workers at Alcoa Inc.  Last year, the UAW Local 1050 presented GSNEO with a check for $1,250.  This year, they nearly doubled that by collecting $2,330 in employee donations.  Additionally this year, Alcoa Foundation is contributing $1500 to the service project, bringing the total to $3,830.

Together, the UAW Local 1050, Alcoa Foundation, and GSNEO are sending more than 1,000 boxes of Girl Scout Cookies to troops overseas.  That’s more than triple the amount donated last year by Alcoa employees.  GSNEO works with the International USO to ship the cookies to our military men and women in care packages.  In 2009, GSNEO sent more than 27,000 packages of cookies to the troops.  
The Girl Scout Cookie sale is an important component of the Girl Scout Leadership Experience.  The cookie sale is a hands-on leadership and entrepreneurial program that allows Real Girls to gain important financial literacy skills.  Remember, every cookie has a mission: To help girls do great things.  The money earned from selling cookies stays with our local council, and the troops use the money to participate in programs, go to camp and complete community service projects. 
The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region in Northeast Ohio, including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                           ###
