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Girl Scouts of North East Ohio receives $40,000 for Financial Literacy in Cleveland

Macedonia –The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) received $40,000 from the Cleveland Foundation to provide financial literacy programming to more than 400 girls in the Cleveland Metropolitan School District and East Cleveland City Schools.    

"I can think of no better time to teach the importance of financial literacy," said Daisy Alford-Smith, GSNEO Chief Executive Officer.  “With personal debt and bankruptcy at an all-time high, the introduction of financial literacy programs in schools at the elementary, secondary and post-secondary levels will give girls the knowledge, skills and confidence they need to become financially responsible adults.” 

Girl Scouts of North East Ohio has been recognized by Ohio Department of Education as a preferred provider of financial literacy.  With 13 Certified Entrepreneurship Teachers on staff, GSNEO is prepared to partner with not only schools in Greater Cleveland, but all Northeast Ohio high schools, helping each fulfill the unfunded state financial literacy mandate.  GSNEO offers all schools the following age-appropriate programs in financial literacy:

Penny Project: Girls attending grades 2-3 learn the value of money, saving and the basics of budgeting.  They count money, learn how it works, save for the future, spend wisely, and they are introduced to credit and debit cards.  This program features games and colorful characters to make personal money management fun.

Cent$Ability: In this program, girls attending grades 4-6 envision themselves as 25-year old women.  They choose a career, earn a starting salary, pay taxes, pay bills, learn about credit cards, and budget their money to purchase what they need and want.  They also learn about how the cost of living varies from one city to another and the relationship of post-secondary education to high-paying careers.  

Teen CEO: Teen CEO meets the Ohio Department of Education’s graduation requirement for financial literacy.  It was designed to develop entrepreneurship skills in girls attending grades 6-12.  Girls learn how to create a business plan, develop a marketing strategy, and network throughout their community.  Girls also transform business success to personal wealth as they budget their income, make wise spending and credit decisions, and realize the relationship between lifestyle choices and long-term success.  


The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  

Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.                        	
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