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Girl Scouts of North East Ohio receives $60,500 to grow membership and leadership programs in Youngstown
Macedonia – Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) received funding from three organizations that support leadership development programs in the city of Youngstown. 
The Kennedy Family Fund, which is a component fund of the Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley has awarded GSNEO a grant in the amount of $10,500; The Youngstown Foundation awarded a grant in the amount of $20,000; and The Raymond John Wean Foundation awarded $30,000 to help implement a capacity building plan for the city of Youngstown. This is an investment in today's girls as well as an investment in the future of a community.
In Girl Scouting, we believe every girl has the potential to be an academic achiever and a leader in her school, family, community and future profession. Girls simply need the skills and confidence to lead.  Our Girl Scout programs are designed to promote a child's development and understanding of the world through caring relationships with adults, a safe, cohesive forum to work together, motivation through praise and success, and many opportunities to flex their imagination. Additionally, the need for a comprehensive financial literacy program, particularly in these trying economic times, cannot be overstated.   
"We are excited to be part of a transformative movement in Youngstown," said GSNEO Chief Executive Officer Daisy Alford-Smith, Ph.D. "Girls will have the opportunity to participate in enriching, values-based programming that exposes them to leadership skills and ideas that expand their world.  The greater community always benefits when its youth are steered toward positive activities that help them reach their full potential while becoming productive citizens."
Girl Scouts of North East Ohio  is committed to building its presence in Youngstown and providing leadership development opportunities to girls in the community today and in the future.  Currently, there are 438 active Girl Scouts in Youngstown between the ages of 5 and 17.  In a one-year period, GSNEO plans to increase Girl Scout membership in Youngstown by 68 percent (an additional 300 girls) and recruit 25 adult volunteers who will be trained to  provide programming to girls in troops or groups in schools, community centers, churches, libraries and other collaborating partner locations. 
The Wean grant will provide support toward a staff position, which will enable GSNEO to hire a full-time staff member devoted to the cultivation of Youngstown and surrounding areas. This person will be responsible for recruiting volunteers to facilitate programming and serve as troop leaders.  The new staff person will also work with community agencies to form new collaborations and to strengthen existing ones, thereby creating new program opportunities for girls in Youngstown.  At the completion of the grant period, GSNEO will evaluate its progress toward specific goals.
The Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley is operated exclusively for charitable, educational and scientific purposes which effectively assist and promote the well being of residents of Mahoning and Trumbull Counties.  Information about the Foundation can be found at www.cfmv.org.

The Raymond John Wean Foundation enhances community well-being and vitality in the Mahoning Valley through grant making, convening, advocating and providing leadership with a focus on economically disadvantaged people and neighborhoods.  Information about the Foundation can be found at www.rjweanfdn.org.

The Youngstown Foundation works to improve the quality of life for the residents of Youngstown and vicinity by evaluating and addressing community issues, promoting responsible

Philanthropy, and connecting donors to the critical needs of the community.  Information about the Foundation can be found at www.youngstownfoundation.org.

##

The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.
Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is supported in part by the following agencies:  Aurora One Fund, Bellevue Selective Fund, New London United Fund, Norwalk Area United Fund, Tiffin Seneca United Way, United Fund of Willard, United Way of Erie County, United Way of Geauga County, United Way of Greater Cleveland, United Way of Greater Lorain County, United Way of Greater Stark County, United Way of Lake County, United Way of Northern Columbiana County, United Way of Portage County, United Way of Sandusky County, United Way of Southern Columbiana County, United Way of Summit County, United Way of Trumbull County, United Way of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley.
Girl Scouts of North East Ohio * One Girl Scout Way, Macedonia, Ohio 44056
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