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Girl Scouts of North East Ohio receives $58,000 from 
United Way of Greater Stark County
Macedonia – Girl Scouts of North East Ohio (GSNEO) received $58,000 in funding from the United Way of Greater Stark County for three leadership development programs: Baby Think it Over ($16,000), Girl Scouts In the School Day ($20,000) and Positive Futures: Probation and Beyond ($22,000).  United Way of Greater Stark County remains GSNEO's largest United Way funder.  
"Girls have so many influences around them, not all of them positive, and that's why Girl Scouting is a necessity," said GSNEO Chief Executive Officer Daisy Alford-Smith, Ph.D. "One way girls create change for themselves and others is to assume leadership roles. Our programs give girls the opportunity to participate in enriching, values-based programming that exposes them to new skills and ideas that expand their world.  The greater community always benefits when its youth are steered toward positive activities that help them reach their full potential."
In Girl Scouting, every girl has the potential to be an academic achiever and a leader in her school, family, community and future profession. Girls simply need the skills and confidence to lead.  Girl Scout programs are designed to promote a child's development and understanding of the world through caring relationships with adults, a safe, cohesive forum to work together, motivation through praise and success, and many opportunities to flex their imagination. 
Baby Think It Over is a program designed to teach girls what parenting is really like and to discourage them from having children during their teen years. Girls participate in sessions designed to promote good decision-making and includes a 48-hour parenting simulation. The program focuses on six main issues: healthy life styles addressing personal care, physical activity and media messages; coping with stress; defining self, including peer pressure and conflict resolution; career exploration activities; the impact of teen pregnancy on graduation, family, social activities and job potential; and readiness for parenthood, including day-to-day responsibilities, infant care and skills.
Positive Futures (Probation and Beyond) is a program for girls serving probation.  It was designed to improve girls' ability to make positive choices and reduce their time involved with the court system.  Positive Futures features the uniquely Me! curriculum, which addresses the problem of low self-esteem in girls.  Girls participate in activities that help them recognize their own strengths and attributes, how to handle peer pressure, healthy eating habits, hygiene, exercise, and identifying values and personal interests.  Through professional etiquette classes, World of Work career exploration, and the Girl Scout Journey program, girls are exposed to experiences that lead them toward a positive future.
Girl Scouts In the School Day (GSISD) provides valuable skill-building activities that promote leadership, environmental awareness, positive decision-making, and strong relationships to at-risk girls in Stark County.  Girls participate in the Girl Scout Journey program, uniquely Me!, and the Girl Scout Day of Service, where they plan and execute a service project.  Girls also gain financial literacy skills through games and activities including the Girl Scout Cookie Program. 
Girl Scout Journey programming, created by Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) provides quality standardized leadership programming    This program fosters leadership development through a coordinated series of themed activities.  Each session represents a step of the journey.   Girls make choices and accomplish goals along the way, making their journey to leadership meaningful and memorable. The It’s Your Planet – Love It! Journey series exposes girls to age-appropriate environmental issues such as clean water and air, noise pollution, global warming, soil contamination, and agricultural processes.

uniquely Me! was developed through a partnership between GSUSA and Dove.   uniquely ME! This program helps girls develop the self-esteem and skills necessary to face life's challenges. Uniquely Me! activities are focused on recognizing one's strengths and best attributes, handling peer pressure, healthy eating habits, hygiene, exercise, and identifying core values and personal interests.  Girls will also make an "About Me" scrapbook.  

###
The Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is the premier organization for leadership development for girls.  GSNEO serves 40,000 girls and 15,000 adult volunteer members throughout an 18-county region including Medina, Portage, and Summit counties; Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake counties; Carroll, Stark and Tuscarawas counties; Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties; Erie, Huron, Lorain, Sandusky and Seneca counties.  
Since its founding in 1912, Girl Scouts has provided more than 50 million girls with time-honored programs that engage them with their communities; enhance self-esteem; increase financial literacy and interest in math, science and technology; encourage good health and nutrition and build leadership skills necessary for them to move confidently into their futures.   Today, Girl Scouts is the #1 girl organization in the world, with 3.7 million members throughout the United States, including U.S. territories, and in more than 90 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.
Girl Scouts of North East Ohio is supported in part by the following agencies:  Aurora One Fund, Bellevue Selective Fund, New London United Fund, Norwalk Area United Fund, Tiffin Seneca United Way, United Fund of Willard, United Way of Erie County, United Way of Geauga County, United Way of Greater Cleveland, United Way of Greater Lorain County, United Way of Greater Stark County, United Way of Lake County, United Way of Northern Columbiana County, United Way of Portage County, United Way of Sandusky County, United Way of Southern Columbiana County, United Way of Summit County, United Way of Trumbull County, United Way of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley.
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