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Gold Award Girl Scouts are change-makers. They have 
changed the world, changed their lives, and earned the most 
prestigious award in Girl Scouting.

To earn the Gold Award, a Girl Scout identifies an issue in 
their community, drafts a plan to address a root cause, and 
leads a team of volunteers to implement it. When the project 
is complete, the Gold Award Girl Scout and their team have 
made a sustainable impact on the world that continues to last 
beyond their involvement.

It’s a huge accomplishment that also impacts the Gold Award 
Girl Scout as a person. How they see the world—and how the 
world sees them—is forever changed. It’s also a credential that 
will be with them for the rest of their life; having the Girl Scout 
Gold Award on a high school transcript or resumé can make 
a Girl Scout stand out when it comes to college admissions, 
scholarship applications, internships, and job interviews.

Gold Award Girl Scouts 
Change the World

Bailey Brotz
Katelyn Brown
Nicole Butch
Samantha Caleris
Tyauna Carlgren
Mia Censoprano
Mackenzie Cesnick
Abigail Colbow
Sarah Cooper
Abigail Dumm
Anna Fletcher
Gabrielle Geffert
Breanna Gerogosian

Katherine Giza
Nia Guess
Celia Hawk
Nicole Kemer
Grace Kosakowski 
Mira Kunzin
Rachel Lanham
Ava Latham
Caroline Lovell
Sarah Lynch
Katelyn Maniscalco 
Meredith McCord
Emily Morris

Abigail Myers
Jane Peck
Louisa Piotrkowski
Halle Preneta
Cara Radcliffe
Madeline Ramsey 
Nicole Reese
Shaine Robertson 
Holly Robinson
Olivia Saunders
Caroline Steele
Julia Stoddard-Dare
Carragan Timko
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Girl Scouts bring their dreams to life as they work together 

to build a better world. Through programs from coast to 

coast, Girl Scouts of all backgrounds and abilities can be 

unapologetically themselves as they discover their strengths 

and rise to meet new challenges—whether they want to 

climb to the top of a tree or the top of their class, lace up 

their boots for a hike or advocate for climate justice, or make 

their first best friends. Backed by trusted adult volunteers, 

mentors, and millions of alums, Girl Scouts lead the way as 

they find their voices and make changes that affect the issues 

most important to them.

We Are Girl Scouts
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Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, 

confidence, and character, who make the 

world a better place.

* Members may substitute for the word God in 
accordance with their own spiritual beliefs.

Girl Scout  
Mission

Girl Scout  
Promise

Girl Scout  
Law

On my honor, I will try:

To serve God* and my country,

To help people at all times,

And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

I will do my best to be

honest and fair,

friendly and helpful,

considerate and caring,

courageous and strong,

and responsible for what I say and do,

and to respect myself and others,

respect authority,

use resources wisely,

make the world a better place,

and be a sister to every Girl Scout.
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Across Northeast Ohio, members of the community are seeing 
great changes take place. Elementary schools are receiving valuable 
STEM resources. Places of worship are seeing improvements to their 
buildings and to the safety of their congregations. Animals have new 
habitats and resources to support their populations. These things 
were all made possible because of Gold Award Girl Scouts!

Girl Scouts are creating and implementing many incredible Take Action 
projects in order to effect meaningful and sustainable change to earn 
the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest achievement in Girl Scouting.

For over a century, girls who have earned this distinction have 
shown that they are not only enterprising and engaged young 
women—they are also courageous leaders and visionary change 
makers. This prestigious award is earned by only five percent of 
eligible Seniors and Ambassadors nationwide. To earn the Gold 
Award, a girl must meet a clearly defined set of criteria. Each girl 
carefully develops her project by evaluating her community’s needs, 
choosing an issue she is passionate about, and creating an action 
plan to address the issue in a measurable and sustainable way.

Girls who have earned the Gold Award aren’t just creating positive 
change for others. They are also realizing incredible outcomes for 
themselves. According to the Girl Scout Research Institute’s report 
The Power of the Girl Scout Gold Award: Excellence in Leadership 
and Life, award recipients have greater life benefits than non-Girl 
Scout alumnae; 99 percent of them hold leadership roles in their 
everyday lives, 70 percent are active volunteers, and 94 percent 
feel they have been successful in their educational endeavors. Of 
those surveyed, 98 percent agree that Girl Scouts has had a positive 
impact on their lives.

Yours in Girl Scouting,

   
Kathy Moock  M. Jane Christyson 
Chair, Board of Directors Chief Executive Officer

Welcome
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Keynote Speaker

Cristina González Alcalá 
One of Akron’s biggest champions, Dr. Cristina 
González Alcalá is a native of Durango, Mexico. 
Cristina is the Community Investment Officer 
at Akron Community Foundation, co-owner 
of Mango & The Prickly Cactus, LLC, makers 
of Not Yo’ Daddy’s Mexican Hot Sauce®, and 
Senior Lecturer for the University of Akron’s 

Department of Public Administration and Urban Studies & the 
School of Communication.

Cristina came to the United States to play golf for the University of 
Louisville. She arrived in Akron in 2008 as the Graduate Assistant 
Coach for Women’s Golf at the University of Akron. After a year 
of coaching, she continued her graduate studies while conducting 
research. She went on to earn a Master of Public Administration, a 
Master of Arts in Communication, and a doctorate in Urban Studies 
and Public Affairs.

Cristina uses her deep knowledge of the nonprofit community 
to assist Akron Community Foundation’s board of directors 
in awarding and evaluating grants. In addition to managing 
the foundation’s competitive grant cycles, she also cultivates 
relationships with local nonprofit leaders and coaches them to 
navigate the philanthropic systems and processes to improve their 
funding prospects. Her expertise about the needs and resources of 
Greater Akron help the foundation connect local philanthropists to 
meaningful funding opportunities in their areas of interest.

Cristina is passionate about her Mexican heritage, which is why she 
started a small business in 2015 to sell hot sauce using her daddy’s 
secret recipe. Making Not Yo’ Daddy’s Mexican Hot Sauce® to share 
with Akron is Cristina’s way of saying, “I love you, Akron. Welcome 
to my family.”

Cristina positively influences her community by investing her time 
in nonprofits and leadership organizations. She currently serves on 
boards and committees for the Akron Civic Theatre, WKSU, Shanti 
Farms, ArtsNow, Dream STEM, and the Greater Akron LGBTQ+ 
Community Needs Assessment. She lives in Akron’s North Hill 
neighborhood with her daughter, Isadora, and their dog, Bogey. 7



Gold Award Ceremony

Welcome

Pledge of Allegiance

Girl Scout Promise

Keynote Address 

Presentation of Awards 

Closing

Cristina González Alcalá
Community Investment Officer
  Keynote Address

 M. Jane Christyson
Chief Executive Officer
  Welcome
  Presentation of Awards

Kathy Moock
Chair, Board of Directors
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Award Recipients

Bailey Brotz, Madison, OH
Sensory Courtyard at Madison Pre-K

Bailey Brotz, a Graduate of Madison High 

School, has been a Girl Scout for 12 years 

and has earned the Silver and Gold Awards. 

Bailey loves her school and loves children, 

so she decided to center her Gold Award project around a way 

to help this community. When she approached her school 

district, they expressed a need for an outdoor classroom. 

Bailey worked with an implemented education grant to make 

all the curriculum-required updates needed to transform the 

courtyard of the school into an outdoor classroom. With the 

help of members of the MHS National Honor Society and her 

Girl Scout Troop, Bailey was able to make an outdoor sensory 

classroom that is used by special education classes and 

other students at Madison Pre-K. With the incorporation of a 

vegetable garden, a touch stimulant garden, water play space, 

sand box area, and a music and sound section, the courtyard 

classroom stimulates the five senses and allows students to 

develop their fine motor skills. Influenced by working with 

special education students during her project, Bailey will be 

attending Kent State University in the fall to major in speech 

pathology and audiology. 
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Katelyn Brown, Akron, OH 
Navigating Traffic Stop Safety 

Katie Brown, a graduate of Green High 

School, has been a Girl Scout for 13 years 

and has earned the Bronze, Silver, and 

Gold Awards. Katie was inspired to educate 

young adults on navigating traffic stop safety after she was 

pulled over by a man impersonating a State Trooper in March 

of 2020. For her Gold Award project, she reached out to the 

Summit County Sherriff’s Office and partnered with a local 

Deputy Sheriff Officer, a State Highway Patrol Officer, and 

one of her leaders that works in the field. Katie created a 

presentation and YouTube video that explains what to do 

when you get pulled over, what local officers’ uniforms and 

cars look like, how to spot the difference between a real 

officer and an impersonator, how to distinguish between a 

fear response and an instinct, personal rights, and potential 

dangers such as abduction and human trafficking. Katie 

presented her project to local Girl Scouts, high school 

students, and invited the public and Myers Driving School to 

a presentation at a local library. Outside of Girl Scouts, Katie 

spends time with family and friends and works at Marshalls 

and At Home. She plans to attend Stark State College to get 

an Associate’s Degree in education and transfer to Akron 

University to earn her Bachelor’s Degree. 
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Nicole Butch, Avon Lake, OH 
Wildlife Habitat 

Nicole Butch, an upcoming sophomore 

in college, was a Girl Scout for 13 years 

and earned the Bronze, Silver, and Gold 

Awards. Nicole’s love for camping at Camp 

Christopher over the years inspired her Gold Award project. 

Nicole created a wildlife habitat behind the dining hall at 

Camp Christopher with an emphasis on native Ohio birds. 

She worked to get most of the materials and plants donated 

and worked with a team at camp to create the sanctuary in 

a place where current and future campers can observe the 

birds and animals when they have downtime at the dining 

hall. Nicole provided education about the birds by leading 

activities with local Girl Scout Brownies and by making 

identification posters that are displayed in the dining hall 

by the observation windows, so campers can learn about 

the kinds of birds they might see. Outside of Girl Scouts, 

Nicole spends lots of time with her friends and stays busy 

at work. After college, Nicole plans to be a special education 

intervention specialist teacher for grades K-12. 
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Samantha Caleris, North Olmsted, OH 
Revitalizing the Cuyahoga Heights 
Drama Department 

Samantha Caleris, a graduate of Cuyahoga 

Heights High School, has been a Girl 

Scout for 13 years and has earned the 

Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. For her Gold Award project, 

Samantha sought to help her school’s Drama Department, 

which was previously in ruins. In her revitalization process, 

she initiated a Varsity Letter to be implemented for Drama, 

hosted a clothing drive to obtain more costumes, and 

organized the two prop rooms underneath the stage, turning 

one into a storage room for props and set pieces and the 

other into a Green Room for actors to reside in and to call 

a place of their own. All three aspects of this project will 

have a lasting impact on Samantha’s alma mater and will 

continue to benefit students involved in theater long after her 

graduation. In addition to Girl Scouts, Samantha is involved 

in theater, which is where the inspiration for her Gold Award 

project came from, and enjoys listening to music, reading, 

writing, and taking long walks. This fall, she will be attending 

Cleveland State University with an undecided major, where 

she is sure to continue her theater career. Samantha would 

like to give a special thank you to everyone who has helped 

her along this journey! 
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Tyauna Carlgren, Willoughby, OH 
BRIDGES 

Tyauna Carlgren, a graduate of 

Cornerstone Christian Academy, has been 

a Girl Scout for 7 years and has earned the 

Silver and Gold Awards. Assisted living 

residents in her community are benefitting from her Gold 

Award project. Tyauna created a program called BRIDGES 

(Building Relationships in Diverse Group Experiences), and 

with the help of student and adult volunteers she collected 

donated games, magazines, and other interactive items. 

She created diverse, intergenerational people groups who 

conducted group activities with assisted living residents 

affected by the isolation and loneliness caused by COVID 

-19. Tyauna identified a need and completed a project that 

has a lasting impact and continues to be implemented in her 

community. All residents at the assisted living facility are 

welcome to participate in the BRIDGES program at any time. 

In addition to Girl Scouts, Tyauna volunteered at multiple 

community agencies, was a competitive all-star cheerleader, 

was a Varsity member of her high school softball and cheer 

teams, and served on student council. She is currently 

pursuing her postsecondary education in nursing. 
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Mia Censoprano, Hudson, OH 
Snowflakes in the Storm Project 

Mia Censoprano, a recent graduate of 

Hudson High School, has been a Girl Scout 

for 12 years and has earned the Bronze, 

Silver, and Gold Awards. People with Visual 

Snow Syndrome are benefiting from her Gold Award project. 

Mia created a motivational Instagram page, a website, and 

an informational YouTube video about the rare eye condition 

Visual Snow Syndrome (VSS). She brought together a team 

of individuals who helped her film her YouTube video, 

talked to experts regarding the condition, and put together 

a website with all the information she gathered. In addition 

to Girl Scouts, Mia plays on the Hudson Girls Rugby team, is 

a member of the Service Learning program, is the President 

of the Young Democrats Club, and is the Secretary of Drama 

Club. In the fall, Mia will attend the University of Maryland 

and major in government and politics. 
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Mackenzie Cesnick, Avon Lake, OH 
Senior Banner for Orchestra & Chorale 

Mackenzie Cesnick, a graduate of Avon 

Lake High School, has been a Girl Scout 

for 13 years and has earned the Bronze, 

Silver, and Gold Awards. For her Gold 

Award project, Mackenzie addressed the issue of unequal 

recognition of students who participate in the arts versus 

athletics in her community. Mackenzie realized that, as 

a senior who was not involved in a sport, she would not 

be on a senior banner because this recognition was only 

being given to students who participated in athletics. She 

did not think this was fair because she and many of her 

fellow students had participated for several years in the 

school’s music programs and deserved to be recognized for 

their achievements. She worked with a local photographer 

to create a senior banner program for her high school’s 

orchestra and choir. She organized a day and time during 

which her fellow seniors involved in the music program(s) 

could be photographed for their banner. To raise funds and 

offset the cost for students getting a banner, Mackenzie 

organized and ran a Trunk-or-Treat program. Because 

of Mackenzie’s efforts, the school continues to recognize 

its orchestra and choir seniors through these recognition 

banners that are displayed in the community. In addition 

to Girl Scouts, Mackenzie was involved with her school’s 

orchestra and choir programs and enjoys attending concerts. 

After graduation, she moved to Erie, Pennsylvania to be 

closer to family and currently attends Edinboro University. 
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Abigail Colbow, Mentor, OH 
Connecting Children with  
Nature Through Art 

Abigail Colbow is a home schooled rising 

senior. She has been in Girl Scouts for 12 

years and has earned the Silver and Gold 

Awards. For her Gold Award project, Abigail addressed the 

issue of the lack of access to nature that children in urban 

areas experience. She partnered with Cleveland Metroparks’ 

Youth Outdoors program, which brings kids from the city out 

to parks to do outdoor activities such as fishing, canoeing, 

hiking, and more. She contributed to the mission of the Youth 

Outdoors program by writing an accessible and inclusive 

outdoor art curriculum and creating art kits that the staff 

now use with the kids. This project helps children to connect 

with the natural world and express themselves through art 

with the intention that kids who have a positive outdoor 

experience are more inclined to care about the planet and 

will want to protect it, which is especially important during 

this time of rapid climate change. In addition to Girl Scouts, 

Abigail performs in Curtain 440’s teen repertory company 

and volunteers at Mentor United Methodist Church. After 

graduation, she hopes to pursue a degree in biology or 

environmental science. 
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Sarah Cooper, Hinckley, OH 
North Royalton Community  
Garden Improvements 

Sarah Alison Cooper, a 2021 graduate of 

Magnificat High School in Rocky River, 

has been a Girl Scout for 12 years and 

earned the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. Sarah’s Gold 

Award project addressed the issue of litter pollution in her 

community. Sarah enjoys gardening and contacted the North 

Royalton Community Garden concerning their needs. She 

originally planned to build raised garden beds, but after a 

discussion with the garden representative, decided to build 

enclosed rubbish bins with built-in planters. The rubbish 

bins help to prevent trash and recyclables from blowing 

around and damaging the environment, and the planters are 

used for herbs which are free to the community. Sarah enjoys 

spending time with friends and acting. She recently had a 

lead role in a feature film, FAIRMOUNT, which is in post-

production and expected to be on Amazon next year. Sarah 

is presently a freshman at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio 

where she is studying business and majoring in sales. 
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Abigail Dumm, Westlake, OH 
Pebbles for People 

Abi Dumm is a graduate of Westlake 

High School. She has been a Girl Scout 

for 10 years and has earned her Bronze, 

Silver, and Gold Awards. Her Gold Award 

project was inspired by her younger brother who is disabled, 

as well as her work with the organization Youth Challenge 

Sports. Abi organized a team of volunteers to paint rocks 

with images representing the disabled community. These 

rocks are displayed in a garden in a local park with the 

goal of spreading and normalizing the stories of those 

who are disabled and providing information about specific 

disabilities by presenting the information to the city in an 

eye-catching and beautiful way. Additionally, she created a 

book that included images of the rocks, as well as interviews 

from people who work with or are a part of the disabled 

community. Outside of Girl Scouts, Abi is involved in playing 

multiple instruments and teaches classes in ASL. She is 

attending The Ohio State University as an Eminence Fellow 

on the pre-occupational therapy track. She hopes to one day 

be a pediatric occupational therapist. 
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Anna Fletcher, Medina, OH 
Mental Health Through Literacy 

Anna Fletcher, an upcoming sophomore 

at the University of Cincinnati, has been a 

Girl Scout for 13 years and earned the Gold 

Award while she was a Senior at Medina 

High School. Local students facing mental health issues are 

benefiting from her Gold Award project. Anna identified a 

need in her community to support education about mental 

health and completed a project that will have a lasting 

impact. She wrote an illustrated book called “It’s Gonna Be 

Alright”, which tells the story of a young child’s experience 

with mental health. The books were donated to nine local 

schools through a buy-a-book, donate-a-book program. 

Medina High School ordered over one hundred additional 

books to be used in its HUDDLE program at local elementary 

schools. In addition to Girl Scouts, Anna was involved in Key 

Club, Tutoring Center, Concert Choir, Encore Entertainment 

Company, HUDDLE, Hope Squad, National Honor Society, 

and served as President of Drama Club, Co-Consul of Latin 

Club, and Co-Lay Director of Lifeteen. Now in college, Anna 

is a member of UC Chorus’ Alta Petit, Alpha Lambda Delta, 

a volunteer at Corryville Catholic Elementary School, and 

historian of Phi Mu while having a 4.00 cumulative GPA. After 

graduation, Anna plans to pursue a career in horticulture. 
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Gabrielle Geffert, Wadsworth OH 
Learn to Play Volleyball 

Gabrielle Geffert, a recent graduate of 

Highland High School, has been a Girl 

Scout for 12 years and has earned the 

Bronze, Silver, and Gold Award. Girls in 

third through eighth grade in her community are benefiting 

from her Gold Award project. Gabrielle organized and ran a 

volleyball camp and taught the girls who attended how to 

play volleyball with a focus on how to create friendships, the 

importance of teamwork, and how to be a good teammate. 

Gabrielle wanted to run a skills camp not only because of her 

love of volleyball, but she wanted younger girls to have the 

same opportunity, something that had not been happening in 

the community due to the pandemic. She had approximately 

45 girls attend her camp daily, and they loved every moment 

of it. In addition to Girl Scouts, Gabrielle is a member of 

her high school band, color guard, and plays volleyball and 

basketball for her church. She will be attending Ashland 

University in the fall and plans to become a dentist.
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Breanna Gerogosian, Strongsville OH 
Make Strongsville Your Valentine 

Breanna Gerogosian is a 2021 graduate 

of Holy Name High School. She has been 

a Girl Scout for 13 years and has earned 

the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. 

Breanna saw a need in her community when COVID-19 put 

more people in need of food resources from the Strongsville 

Emergency Food Bank. She reached out to different groups, 

like her high school’s National Honor Society, for volunteers 

and used social media and the donations of her development 

to help ease the food insecurity her community was facing. 

She incorporated drop boxes around Strongsville both in 2021 

and when the program continued in spring 2022. The team 

in 2021 also made mental health pamphlets to educate and 

encourage donors and recipients throughout quarantine. The 

National Honor Society will continue Breanna’s program by 

including it in their annual community services. Breanna 

currently attends Miami University where she is studying 

public health and enjoys spending time with her Catholic 

community and frisbee team. 
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Katherine Giza, Chardon, OH 
Building Multi-Purpose Room  
for Recovery Home 

Katherine Giza, a graduate from Chardon 

High School, has been a Girl Scout since 

third grade and has earned the Bronze, 

Silver, and Gold Awards. For her Gold Award project, 

Katherine finished 1,300 square feet of the basement in 

a women’s substance abuse recovery home, making a 

multipurpose room consisting of an exercise space, family 

visitation section, and office area to be used for meetings and 

studying. She raised over $10,000 by speaking at rotaries and 

clubs, fundraising through private donors, holding events 

to raise money, and working with commercial businesses 

like Home Depot to make it happen. Katherine worked with 

her team to build a divider wall, waterproof and paint the 

walls, put flooring down, paint a mural, add lights and a drop 

ceiling, and furnish the portion of the basement. In addition 

to Girl Scouts, Katherine took part in National Honor Society, 

the varsity golf and track teams, and Model United Nations 

at her high school. She currently attends Miami University 

where she majors in Kinesiology and participates in the Air 

Force ROTC program. She hopes to serve in the Air Force once 

she graduates. 
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Nia Guess, Willoughby Hills, OH 
Rain Garden Sustainability and 
Beautification Project 

Nia Guess, a graduate of Willoughby 

South, has been in Girl Scouts for 12 years, 

has earned the Silver and Gold Awards, 

and was named a Girl Scouts of North East Ohio Leader 

of Tomorrow in 2021. For her Gold Award project, Nia was 

inspired to build a rain garden at Bexley Park in South Euclid 

because she saw a need for a sustainable habitat when she 

played softball in the park. Integrating a rain garden into 

the park helps reduce water runoff from the property. The 

rain garden collects, filters, and stores water and disperses 

it where it needs to go. This project not only created a 

sustainable habitat, but it also promoted community 

engagement and park beautification. In addition to Girl 

Scouts, Nia is a softball player and a National Honor Society 

inductee. After graduation, Nia plans to play softball at Penn 

State New Kensington and study business-marketing and 

mass communications. 
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Celia Hawk, Chagrin Falls, OH 
Clothing Swap 

Celia Hawk is a graduate of Chagrin Falls 

High School. She has been a Girl Scout for 

11 years and has earned the Bronze Award 

with her troop. She would like to thank 

Troop 71249 and Mrs. Peck! For her Gold Award project,  

Celia addressed the issue of textile waste and pollution 

caused by the fast fashion industry by hosting a clothing 

swap event at her local town hall and by creating a 

website: clothingswapgs.com. At the clothing swap event, 

attendees brought and traded clothing as an effort to reduce 

clothing waste. This project will be carried out annually 

by the Chagrin Falls High School environmental club, 

“Chagreen.” Outside of Girl Scouts, Celia enjoys painting, 

playing music, reading, and hanging out with her amazing 

friends. She plans to pursue environmental studies in college 

and hopes to go into a career in conservation. 
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Nicole Kemer, Elyria, OH 
The R.E.A.D. Zoom Program 

Nicole Kemer, a graduate of Midview High 

School, has been a Girl Scout for 12 years; 

has earned the Bronze, Silver, and Gold 

Awards; and was named a Girl Scouts of 

North East Ohio Leader of Tomorrow in 2022. Nicole’s passion 

for reading and therapy dogs inspired her to create The 

R.E.A.D. (Reading, Education, Assistance Dogs) Program. This 

program benefits children of all ages by improving reading 

and literacy skills using therapy dogs in the community. 

Therapy dogs provide a comforting and judgment-free 

atmosphere, which helps children learning to read feel 

more confident. The teacher Nicole partnered with reported 

increased literacy, reading confidence, and enjoyment during 

reading-time among her students who participated in The 

R.E.A.D. Program. Local therapy dogs and their owners are 

continuing this program in the community at local schools 

and libraries. In addition to Girl Scouts, Nicole volunteers 

with Multiple Breed Rescue (MBR), Bright and Beautiful 

Therapy Dogs, St. Mary’s Church, Wreaths Across America, 

Brownhelm Christmas, and is a member of cross country, 

dance, track, and club volleyball teams. After graduation, 

Nicole will be attending The Ohio State University majoring in 

health sciences on a pre-med track. 
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Grace Kosakowski, Westlake, OH 
Clutter Clean Out! 

Grace Kosakowski, a graduate of Westlake 

High School, has been a Girl Scout for 12 

years and has earned the Bronze, Silver, 

and Gold Awards. For her Gold Award, 

Grace addressed the issue of accessibility by completely 

renovating her school’s athletics equipment and uniform 

storage room. A room that was once impossible to walk 

through was now an easily accessible space with clear 

signage of what was being stored and where. Grace also 

developed and implemented a new organizational and 

tracking system for the school to be used in this space. With 

any uniforms or equipment that were no longer needed, 

Grace held a rummage sale which helped raise money for the 

school’s athletic programs. Outside of Girl Scouts, Grace was 

the president of her high school’s National Art Honors Society, 

played varsity soccer, and was a member of the marching 

band. Grace is now attending the School of the Art Institute 

of Chicago where she is studying graphic design. 
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Mira Kunzin, Akron, OH 
Church Education and  
Fellowship Project 

Mira Kunzin, a recent graduate of Ellet 

High School, has been a Girl Scout for 

10 years and has earned the Bronze, 

Silver, and Gold Awards. Members of the St. George Serbian 

Orthodox Church are benefiting from Mira’s Gold Award 

project. Mira noticed that churchgoers were leaving services 

right after they ended without participating in coffee hour, 

so she wanted to create an opportunity for these people to 

gather and pass on their culture. To do this, she created and 

built items for a gathering space in her church for people of 

all ages to enjoy. Features of this space include a memorial 

wall that displays plaques, icons, and the names of church 

donors, a mug rack that also serves as a sound barrier, and 

a seating area that includes a new couch that faces the 

memorial wall so church members can reflect on those 

who have passed. Mira invited the Church community to a 

mug decorating gathering in which participants decorated a 

mug that is now displayed on the mug rack and will be used 

during church coffee hours. Mira overcame the obstacles 

of her project that were brought on by COVID with the help 

of her church, Girl Scout Leader, and family. Outside of Girl 

Scouts, Mira ran cross country. She will attend Stark State 

College in the fall. 
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Rachel Lanham, Hudson, OH 
Feelings Forward 

Rachel Lanham, a graduate of Walsh 

Jesuit High School, has been a member 

of Girl Scouts for 12 years and has earned 

the Bronze, Silver, Gold Awards. Rachel, 

having struggled with mental health herself, chose to address 

this common issue for her Gold Award, focusing on students 

in her community. Choosing a group of other wellness 

advocates, with the help of school counselors and other 

professionals, Rachel worked to create an online resource for 

children and caregivers to access at any time. The website 

includes a list of hotlines and coping skills; pages addressing 

stress, anxiety, and depression; and personal statements 

from students and parents to aid each group in helping each 

other. Within its first month of publication, Rachel’s website 

was accessed by over 100 people. Outside of Girl Scouts, 

Rachel is involved in Wellness Club, Art Club, National Honor 

Society, Labre, and various other activities. This fall, Rachel 

will be attending Allegheny College to study psychology and 

neuroscience. 
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Ava Latham, Medina, OH 
Tackling Mental Health 

Ava Latham, a graduate of Highland High 

School, has been in Girl Scouts for 11 

years and has earned her Bronze, Silver, 

and Gold Awards. Ava discovered her 

passion for mental health after witnessing the struggles 

of people on social media and decided to address the issue 

and combat the growing number of mental health concerns 

among teens through her Gold Award project. Through 

donations and support from her community, Ava built and 

designed a permanent room in her high school dedicated to 

helping students cope with stress. The room holds valuable 

resources that students can use when feeling overwhelmed 

or when they simply need a break from the day. The 

resources available include craft supplies, sensory items, a 

couch, a noise machine, instructions on meditation, local 

resources for further mental health assistance, and more. 

This “Sensory Room,” as Ava named it, provides a safe and 

peaceful environment that is open to all students to enjoy, 

use, and learn a new skill to cope with anxiety. In addition to 

Girl Scouts, Ava is actively involved in peer leading, football 

and basketball cheerleading, the sparkle program, National 

Honors Society, spirit club, and student council. She will be 

attending Kent State University in the fall to major in nursing. 

Ava plans to continue advocating for mental health as she 

ventures through college and into her career. 
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Caroline Lovell, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
Counting Coins with Caroline 

Caroline Lovell, a recent graduate of 

Cuyahoga Falls High School, has been a 

Girl Scout for 11 years and has earned the 

Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. For her 

Gold Award project, Caroline addressed the issue of financial 

illiteracy in young people. During her research, she learned 

that the United States only ranks 14th in financial literacy 

among its citizens. Caroline created a blog targeted at young 

people about saving money and what resources are available 

to better help them manage their funds. She had her peers 

take a survey before and after using her blog to test the 

impact of her project. The survey results indicated that teens 

using her blog site gained useful knowledge for their future 

and gained confidence in their money management skills. 

Teens learning independence for the first time are benefiting 

from her project. Outside of Girl Scouts, Caroline was in the 

Cuyahoga Falls Marching Band and served as the secretary 

of her class. She plans to get a degree in history from George 

Washington University in Washington D.C. 
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Sarah Lynch, Chagrin Falls, OH 
Sensory Garden 

Sarah Lynch, a recent graduate from 

Chagrin Falls High School, has been in Girl 

Scouts for 8 years and earned the Bronze 

and Gold Awards. Sarah’s Gold Award 

project addressed the issue of the effects of technology 

dependence on stimulation and mental health. After 

researching the issue, she identified that sensory gardens 

improve mental health and provide stimulation to the viewer/

user. Sarah designed, built, and implemented a sensory 

garden at her school district’s preschool. She gathered a 

team of volunteers to build and plant the garden, and the 

volunteers aided in creating educational materials for the 

students. Since implementation, the teachers have noticed 

a positive change in student focus and dependence on 

technology. Outside of Girl Scouts, Sarah looks for leadership 

opportunities and serves as a leader of her school’s swim 

and lacrosse teams, while also indulging her hobbies of 

going to concerts and reading. In the fall, Sarah will attend 

the University of South Carolina to major in biomedical 

engineering and minor in bioethics. 
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Katelyn Maniscalco, Youngstown, OH 
Memorial Garden 

Katelyn, a graduate of Liberty High 

School, has been a Girl Scout for 14 years 

and earned the Bronze, Silver, and Gold 

Awards. Residents at The Living Center 

nursing home are benefiting from her Gold Award project. 

Katelyn designed and built a Memorial Garden in honor of 

those who have passed so family and friends have a place to 

reflect on the lives of their loved ones. Included in the garden 

are bird feeders, a trellis, statue, and over twenty plants. She 

also created native bird and butterfly large-print worksheets 

for the residents to help them identify the wildlife attracted 

to the garden. In addition to Girl Scouts, Katelyn was Senior 

Class President, captain of the soccer team, a member of 

the National Honors Society, and Valedictorian. Katelyn is 

currently a member of the Army Reserves and studying 

biology at Youngstown State University. 
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Meredith McCord, Akron, OH 
It Takes a Village 

Meredith, a graduate of Copley High 

School, has been a Girl Scout for 12 years 

and has earned the Bronze, Silver, and 

Gold Awards. For her Gold Award project, 

Meredith addressed the issue of unsafe working conditions 

of community volunteers. She observed the cluttered and 

disorganized space the Copley Marching Band and music 

programs were using for concessions and took on the task 

of reorganizing the storage building that the equipment 

was being kept in. She designed a floor plan for the space, 

gathered organizational materials, installed shelving, and 

maximized the space in order to make the supplies in the 

storage building more accessible. The newly improved space 

will have a positive impact on the band booster’s fundraising 

efforts. In addition to being a Girl Scout, Meredith is involved 

in marching band, theater, and is a current student at 

Baldwin Wallace University.
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Emily Morris, Mentor, OH 
Plant Seeds to Save the Bees 

Emily Morris, an upcoming sophomore at 

The Ohio State University, was a Girl Scout 

for 14 years, is now a Lifetime Member, 

and has earned the Bronze, Silver, and 

Gold Awards. Native pollinating species such as honeybees, 

monarch butterflies, and the ruby-throated hummingbird 

are benefiting from her Gold Award project. Emily took an 

empty space in front of her old elementary school and filled 

it with beautiful perennial pollinating flowers native to Ohio. 

Emily got local nurseries to donate flowers to plant in the 

garden, while also growing her own flowers to contribute. 

Emily created a curriculum to educate students about the 

garden and the species that benefit from it and presented 

the curriculum to the fifth-grade class at her alma mater, 

Kirtland Elementary School. Each student was sent home 

with a potted Black-Eyed Susan flower grown by Emily 

and a guide on how to care for their own mini pollinator 

garden. Emily’s program curriculum continues to be used by 

the school to educate each fifth-grade science class on the 

importance of native species and pollinators. The fifth-grade 

class maintains the garden during the school year, and the 

middle school National Honors Society maintains it during 

the summer. In addition to Girl Scouts, Emily was a member 

of the National Honors Society and graduated High School 

in 2021 Magna Cum Laude with a cumulative GPA of 4.1. In 

her free time, Emily is a beekeeper and a 4-Paws for ability 

service dog handler and trainer. At Ohio State University, 

she majors in animal science on the pre-veterinary medicine 

track with plans to become a small animal veterinarian. 
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Abigail Myers, Chardon, OH 
Abigail’s Instilling Installation 

Abigail Myers, a graduate of Berkshire 

High School, was a Girl Scout for 13 years, 

is now a Lifetime Member, and has earned 

the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. For 

her Gold Award project, Abigail addressed the issues of 

bullying and mental health. Abigail created a mural and 

artist’s statement that are dedicated to informing students 

at Berkshire High School about bullying, the effect it has 

on others, and where to get help if you are a victim. The 

mural displays the importance of accepting everyone in the 

community no matter their differences. The accompanying 

artist’s statement lists anti-bulling organizations and 

mental health helplines for those in need of the resources. 

The project is displayed at the main exit of the school so 

everyone can see it when leaving for the day. Outside of Girl 

Scouts, Abigail has been involved in soccer, lacrosse, bowling, 

National Honor Society, Teen Institute, and Students Against 

Destructive Decisions. She plans to graduate with a B.A. in 

visual communication design from Kent State University. 
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Jane Peck, Chagrin Falls, OH 
Fostering Empowerment in  
Young Women 

Jane Peck, a recent graduate from Chagrin 

Falls High School, has been a Girl Scout for 

10 years and has earned the Bronze and 

Gold Awards. Young women enrolled in Chagrin Falls Schools 

are benefitting from her Gold Award project. Jane addressed 

the issue of confidence and self-esteem in girls by creating 

little library boxes in each building of the Chagrin Falls 

School District and filled them with books promoting female 

empowerment. She did this to foster empowerment in young 

girls so that they can believe they can do anything they put 

their mind to. Jane worked with the librarian to curate books 

based on age level and theme appropriate for each school. 

Students are welcome to check out these books freely during 

school hours. In addition to Girl Scouts, Jane was involved in 

football cheerleading at Chagrin Falls High School and Middle 

School as well as lacrosse. Jane will continue her lacrosse 

career by playing division 1 lacrosse at La Salle University 

where she will be studying on the pre-med track.  
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Louisa Piotrkowski, Chardon, OH 
Book in a Box

Louisa Piotrkowski, a graduate of Chardon 

High School and soon-to-be sophomore 

at the University of Dayton, has been a 

Girl Scout for 12 years and has earned 

the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. Lou has a passion for 

education and early literacy and knew she wanted to work 

with children for her Gold Award project. She approached 

her aunt, who was a kindergarten teacher, with the idea of 

creating boxes that contain books and fun props that young 

students can use to engage with books. Lou connected with 

kindergarten teachers from three different communities 

in north east Ohio and gifted them with her Book in a Box 

program. The students use the boxes in class to have fun with 

reading and to get excited about learning at an early age. In 

addition to Girl Scouts, Lou is involved in volunteering at a 

hospital, a Women in STEM group, leadership activities, and 

dance. Her future plans include graduating with a bachelor’s 

degree in health sciences and attending graduate school to 

become a physical therapist. 
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Halle Preneta, Chagrin Falls, OH 
The Rainbow Choir: An Anthology  
of LGBTQ+ Youth Voices 

Halle Preneta, a rising sophomore at 

Kenyon College has been a Girl Scout for 

14 years, is a Lifetime Member, and has 

earned the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. Her Gold Award 

project, The Rainbow Choir: An Anthology of LGBTQ+ Voices, 

addressed the need to hear young LGBTQ+ voices both within 

and outside the LGBTQ+ community. Halle, along with the 

help of people from Ogma Magazine and her local LGBTQ+ 

center, compiled submissions and created a digital and print 

anthology of all accepted submissions of writing and art 

from LGBTQ+ youth ages 14 to 18 using a combination of 

Google Docs and KDP Amazon. When the book was released, 

a virtual reading event was held with the help of Halle’s 

local LGBTQ+ center where the anthology and voices of the 

contributors were heard - exactly what she had wanted and 

hoped for! Halle enjoys writing poetry and watching other 

people play video games in her free time. She plans to major 

in English on the creative writing track and minor in studio 

art at Kenyon College. 
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Cara Radcliffe, Bay Village, OH 
Musical Playground 

Cara Radcliffe, an upcoming Sophomore at 

Ohio University, has been a Girl Scout for 

13 years and has earned the Silver and Gold 

Awards. Westerly Elementary students 

are benefiting from her Gold Award project. Cara installed 

musical playground equipment at Westerly Elementary 

School to honor her former music teacher who passed away. 

In addition to the musical equipment, a plaque was installed 

on the playground to memorialize this beloved educator. 

Cara instructed kids on how to play different songs on the 

playground equipment and identified a way to teach students 

important lessons that will have a lasting impact. Students 

use the equipment to create music whenever they want. The 

Musical Playground teaches creativity, sharing, and inspires 

children to explore their passions. In addition to Girl Scouts, 

Cara is Vice President of her dorm’s Hall Council. She is 

currently pursuing a degree in psychology. 
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Madeline Ramsey, Chagrin Falls, OH 
Setting Up a School Compost Bin  
for the School Kitchen 

Madeline Ramsey, a rising senior at 

Kenston High School, has been a Girl 

Scout for 12 years and has earned the 

Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. Madeline’s Gold Award 

project addressed the global issue of food waste in landfills 

that release nitrogen gas, causing a buildup of greenhouse 

gases that contribute to global warming. She organized a 

composting program for Kenston High School’s kitchen 

to collect the school’s daily food waste. She worked with 

students in the Envirothon Club and Giving Garden Club 

at Kenston to create a compost bin out of wooden pallets 

and 5-gallon buckets. To sustain her efforts, she has 

worked with her community to find volunteers to compost 

regularly. Instead of fertilizer, the newly composted, nutrient-

rich soil from her compost bin will be used in the school’s 

garden to help reduce chemical runoff during heavy rains. 

All produce from Kenston’s Giving Garden Club is donated 

to local food pantries and extra compost will be donated to 

other local gardeners. Madeline is a member of Girl Scout’s 

International Travel Troop of Northeast Ohio and will be 

traveling to Italy and Switzerland. In the future, Madeline 

plans to study theology in college. 
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Nicole Reese, Copley, OH 
Little Free Library 

Nicole Reese, a graduate of St. Vincent- St. 

Mary High School and a rising Sophomore 

at Ohio University, has been a Girl Scout 

for 14 years and earned the Bronze, Silver, 

and Gold Awards. For her Gold Award project, Nicole focused 

on the issues of isolation, loneliness, and illiteracy enhanced 

by the current pandemic in our country. Her research showed 

that a third of Americans have never met their neighbors and 

30 million Americans cannot read over a third grade reading 

level. To address these issues, Nicole decided to create, 

build, and promote a Free Little Library in the St. Hilary 

neighborhood. Nicole organized a movie night fundraiser and 

used the funds to purchase the materials needed to build her 

library. She filled the library with a wide variety of books 

found at local garage sales. By building a Free Little Library, 

Nicole created a stronger sense of community in the St. 

Hilary neighborhood; it is available for all to use in a safe and 

friendly location. In addition to Girl Scouts, Nicole has been 

involved in cross country, marching band, and lacrosse and 

enjoys reading, watching musicals, and being with friends. 

She is currently in the College of Fine Arts at Ohio University. 
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 Shaine Robertson, Cleveland, OH 
Camp Collinwood 

Shaine Robertson, a graduate of the 

Cleveland School of Science and Medicine, 

has been a Girl Scout for 13 years and 

has earned the Bronze, Silver, and Gold 

Awards. Shaine addressed the issue of accessibility to nature 

and camp opportunities in urban areas for their Gold Award 

by creating Camp Collinwood. Camp Collinwood was inspired 

by the years of camp experience they had as a child and all 

the positive impacts it had on them. Shaine designed and 

implemented a free day camp held on Saturdays in July for 

local kids. Participants got to learn new crafts, songs, and 

games. Campers were also taught nature – specifically the 

flora and fauna that can be found in their own neighborhood. 

In classic camp fashion, the sessions ended with fire safety 

and tasty s’mores! Shaine created a camp box with supplies 

and instructions for the rec center on how to recreate Camp 

Collinwood for future campers to enjoy. Outside of Girl 

Scouts, Shaine is passionate about education and youth 

experience. They are an upcoming sophomore at The Ohio 

State University and are majoring in biology to become a high 

school science teacher.  
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Holly Robinson, Olmsted Township, OH
The UnStress Center 

Holly Robinson, a recent graduate of 

Olmsted Falls High School, has been a 

Girl Scout for 13 years, beginning as a 

Daisy in kindergarten. She has earned 

the Silver and Gold Awards, is a Program Aide, Cadette 

Summit volunteer, and a camp counselor. Holly recognizes 

the importance of dealing with stress on a daily basis 

and, looking toward college, she researched the stress of 

college students, particularly in the health field, during the 

pandemic. She decided she wanted to help address this issue 

with her Gold Award project. Holly transformed a room once 

used as a storage area into a relaxation/study room for the 

nursing students at Notre Dame College with a study area, 

couch, eating area, games, soft light, and decorated it with 

her own artwork. She also provided each nursing student 

with a bag of stress relief items including a no doubt box 

she decorated in which they could lock their doubts away for 

graduation, stress tips, and recipes to combat the blues. She 

gave a presentation to the students where she gave them tips, 

presented the bags, and had a ribbon cutting ceremony with 

the president of the college. The Student Nurses Association 

will be taking care of the room in the upcoming years. Holly 

will be attending Ohio Wesleyan University in the fall with a 

dual major in art and music education. 
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Olivia Saunders, Brunswick, OH 
The Resource Guide for New Riders 

Olivia Saunders, a graduate of Walsh Jesuit 

High School, has been a Girl Scout for 13 

years and has earned the Bronze, Silver, 

and Gold Awards. For her Gold Award 

project, Oliva wrote a book, created a website, and made a 

YouTube Channel to cover the basics of horseback riding, 

addressing the issue that most new riders lack the beginner 

skill set of equestrian training. Her educational resources are 

designed to be viewed prior to getting on a horse and provide 

information on basic horseback riding skills, safety, care 

and grooming, how to prepare for a ride, and riding habits. 

Many young equestrians will use this for their lessons, and/

or reading in their spare time. Additionally, Olivia mentored 

children in tacking and grooming their horses. Along with 

being a Girl Scout, Olivia participated in campus ministry and 

concert and marching band at her high school. She plans to 

attend Mercyhurst University with a double major in special 

education and K-12 education. 
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Caroline Steele, Avon Lake, OH 
Enhancement of Serenity Walk  
for Peace and Tranquility 

Caroline Steele, a graduate from Avon 

Lake High School, has been a Girl Scout 

for more than 12 years and has earned 

the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. As a result of her Gold 

Award project, many residents of the city of Westlake are 

benefiting from the improvement of a community walking 

path. Caroline called on the congregation of her church and 

the community to come together and support her as she 

added new elements to the walking path, as well as improved 

its quality. Through several donations, the community can 

now walk the path and observe the new archway, the prayer 

wall, and utilize the handmade free book library. Outside of 

Girl Scouts, Caroline likes to spend her free time baking, as 

well as swimming and playing volleyball. While continuing 

her education at The Ohio State University as a rising second 

year, Caroline plans to attend graduate school after receiving 

a Bachelor of Science degree in pharmaceutical sciences. 
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Julia Stoddard-Dare, Twinsburg, OH 
Reading Buddies 

Julia Stoddard-Dare, a rising Junior 

honors student at Twinsburg High School 

has enjoyed Girl Scouts for 10 years and 

has earned the Bronze, Silver, and Gold 

Awards. Concerned about decreases in reading proficiency 

as a result of the pandemic, Julia partnered with the local 

public library and the local school district for her Gold 

Award project and created a “Reading Buddies” program in 

which elementary school students are paired with a high 

school volunteer to practice reading.  Enrolled buddies have 

created authentic relationships, developed favorable views 

of reading, and increased their reading scores. Julia is an 

honors student at Kent State University, works as a lifeguard 

and swim instructor, and is active with tennis; Academic 

Challenge; National Organization of Women; Interact; Key 

Club; AmeriCorp Corp for Rural and Urban Success and 

Health; Model UN; International Humanitarian Law Red Cross 

Youth Action Campaign; and the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight 

Education Network. Her Gold Award project solidified her 

intention to pursue a career working with children, most 

likely in the healthcare field. 
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Carragan Timko, Warren, OH 
Water Collection

Carragan Timko, a graduate of LaBrae 

High School has been a Girl Scout for 

six years and earned the Silver and Gold 

Awards. For her Gold Award project, 

Carragan addressed the issue of a lack of access to water 

at the Harding Park Gardens in Hubbard. Those using the 

community gardens had to physically carry gallons of 

water back and forth across the park to water their plants. 

Carragan discovered that the local garden was looking to 

implement a rainwater collection system and decided to take 

action. She was able to get the main drum and other supplies 

donated. She and her team of friends and family spent a few 

months and over 100 hours to complete the whole project. 

The water collection system successfully began its job the 

first night it was installed. Outside of Girl Scouts, Carragan is 

part of the National Honor Society, Envirothon, Scouting BSA, 

and participates in a weekly Dungeons and Dragons group. 

She plans to become a geochemist or work for the National 

Parks and Recreation Service.
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Thank you to our  
Gold Award Committee
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Board of Directors

Kathy Moock – Community Volunteer 
Chair

Robyn Gordon - NASA Glenn Research Center 
Vice Chair

Kate Asbeck, Retired Finance Executive 
Treasurer

Cindy Skelton-Becker – Community Volunteer 
Secretary

Directors-at-Large

Diana Bilimoria, PhD – Case Western Reserve University

Tami Bolder, CPA/ABV, ASA, MBA, DBA – CBIZ Valuation Group, LLC

Vivian von Gruenigen, MD – NEOMED

Judith Matsko – The Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Parma

Sandra Rapp – TravelCenters of America

Sandra Reid – The Davey Tree Expert Company 

Nicole Rodenfels – Gilmour Academy

Laura Schultz, Esq. – Preservation Retirement Services

Ellen Stephens, SHRM-SCP – The Sherwin-Williams Company

Karen Stock, PhD – Walsh University

Kimberly Togliatti-Trickett, MD – University Hospitals Parma Medical Center

Heather Valentino – Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority

Chris Venditti, MBA, CSSBB – Moen Incorporated

Chris Walker – FirstEnergy

Chris Young, MSN, MBA, RN, NEA-BC – Akron Children’s Hospital

Girl Directors-at-Large

Shelby Bennett

Sydney Harbour
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Join the Girl Scout Network!

Connect with us on Linkedin:

@GirlScoutsofNorthEastOhio and @GirlScoutNetwork

It may be years since you 
earned your first badge, 
but the skills you learn 

through Girl Scouts stays 
with you forever.

Apply for a 2023
Leader of Tomorrow Scholarship

Each year, this scholarship is 
presented to three Girl Scout 
Seniors or Ambassadors who 
demonstrate high scholastic 

achievement, creativity, 
initiative, and who embody 
GSNEO’s belief that young 

women with promise today will 
become tomorrow’s leaders. 

Visit gsneo.org/WDA for more 
information and to apply.
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One Girl Scout Way, Macedonia, Ohio 44056-2156
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